N Textile

suffering due to
inefficiencies
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ISLAMABAD, Feb 11: The
National Assembly Standing
Committee on Commerce on
Thursday observed that the
textile industry was suffering
losses due to its inefficiencies
and not because of the World
Trade Organisation (WTO) re-
gime.

The committee, which met
here on 'Thursday in the
Parhament House, expressed
dissatisfaction over the per-
formance and preparations of
the textile sector to meet
WTO challenges.

The committee members
noted that not enough had
been invested in the infra-
structure and the develop-
ment of human resources by
the managements of the tex-
tile unijts.

Chairman of the committee
Khurrum Dastgir Khan raised
the issue that textile
sector was suffering be-
cause Pakistan entered the

WT0.

“These concerns have
been forsvarded to the com-
mittee from the textile sector
for discussion,” Mr Khan said
and added that the textile in-
dustry players were of the
view that Pakistan had not
{gained anything from the
WTO.

He informed the commirttee
that major textile players said
that Pakistan was losing its
share in the international
markets after entering the
WTO regime.

However, the members said
that the textile industry was
prone to subsidies and that
was one area where they had
started to suffer losses.

“They must learn to stand
withour  subsidies,” said
Kashmala Tariq.

While Secretary Commerce
Zafar Mehmood said that the
textile industry did not up-
grade itself as per the require-
ments of the time.

“This is the reason for
growth of textile industry in

sector

China, India and |
Bangladesh,” Mr  Mebh-

mood said and added the
local industry was not even
operating on economies
of scale.

The meeting was informed
that berween  1847-2001
around 55 per cent invest-
ment had been made in spin-
ning sector followed by 35 per
cent in fabrics and rest was in
value addition.

“The average spinning
units in China have 200,000
spindles, whereas it was
around 12,000 in Pakistan”
he added.

The committee members
also said that the textile sec-
tor was wilfully trving to
evade the govermment’s move
to register the all operating
units in the sector.

The meeting was informed
by the secretary commerce
that the WTO wwas only a
mode of international trading
and it would be a mandatory
requirement to be.a WIO

—

member for external trade in
future. o

“Many countries who
are not WTO ~members
like Saudi Arabia and'Iran are
trying bhard to ¢bfain WTO
membership,” Mr Mehmneod
said. . !

Meanwhile Kashmala Tariq [
criticised the commerce min- |
ister for lack of comperence
and knowledge over the cur-
rent WTO issues. )

“Qur negotiators are not
doing what is required for
the country and for the re-
gion,” Kashmala said, adding
it has been on the credit of
Pakistan to lead the third
world over issues like liberal-
isation of trade in goods
(NAMA) in the previous gov-
ernment.”

She said the current leader-
ship has failed to meet the
expectations of industry
and even the bureducracy in
recent WTO  ministerial
meeting. :
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