Dear Muzamil, 

As discussed, please find below a short description on KCDR: 

    The Karachi Centre for Dispute Resolution (KCDR) which was established in 2006, as a Â“not-for-profitÂ” organization to provide mediation services to parties caught up in commercial disputes/ civil suits. 


    KCDR has been established with the assistance and support of the High Court of Sindh and the International Finance Corporation, World Bank Group. It is registered as a society under the Societies Registration Act, XXI of 1860 and works under the supervision and guidance of  a Board of Governors (BoG) comprising former and current members of PakistanÂ’s superior judiciary, and prominent business leaders. 

KCDR Operations: 
    In just 3 years of its existence, KCDR is attracting increasing confidence from the private sector and judiciary which has resulted in over 1,500 cases referred for resolution through mediation. 70% of the cases in which mediation was held have been amicably settled at the Centre as well as at the courts through KCDR trained judges with a major impact on relationships, reputation and costs. 
    KCDR offers Mediation as an institutionalized Alternate Dispute Resolution (ADR) mechanism, as provided under Section 89-A and Order X Rule 1A of the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908. Parties can now opt for Mediation to effectively settle commercial cases which are either pending with the High Court of Sindh /Civil Courts or have yet not been presented before a court. 
    KCDR has, on its rolls, services of internationally accredited mediators from different professions who have been trained by foreign experts. 

Services Offered 

1.        Mediation services: Arrange and hold mediation sessions for private clients and court-referred commercial cases as well as disputes referred by lawyers and judges. 

2.        Training: KCDR advertises, selects delegates, and delivers trainings on mediation skills through trained and certified master trainers. These sessions are arranged both in-house and off site. KCDRÂ’s mediators and master trainers received their respective accreditation from United Kingdom 

3.        Membership & Tailored services: KCDR offers an annual and a life membership besides Associate memberships to firms / companies / organizations and individuals to gain discounted access to its services. 

Mediation Clause: 

Members can include a mediation clause in all contracts and agreements between them and the other party to the agreement in order to avoid court litigation and utilize the mediation services for speedy and cost effective resolution of disputes. 
  
Regards,
	____________________________________________________________________________________________
Saima Zuberi 
Associate Operations Officer 
IFC Advisory Services in the Middle East and North Africa - Investment Climate 
1st Floor, Bahria Complex II 
M.T. Khan Road, Karachi, Pakistan 
Tel: +92 21 35610065 Fax: +92 21 35610153 Cell: +92 300 828 9431 
E-mail: szuberi@ifc.org Web: www.ifc.org 


