" Banoncotton, |
yarn export
demanded

KARACHL: The Towel Man-
ufacturers - “Association
(TMA) on Friday appealed
{0 the government to pul an
immediate ban on the ex-
port of raw colton and yarn.

In an emergency meet-
ing; TMA members decided
that if the bar was riof im-
posed urgently, value added

textile indusiries would be | ¢

closed down due 1o non-1
availability of varn. )
They were of the view ¢
that  in such a scenario,
while the ambitioug export ic
target of $25 hillion re-
mains a dream, it would be lg
impossible to aehieve the g
target for the clyrent year 1)
.- With the end of quotd re-jm
strictions, - competitionyly
among texiile exporting

countries bas greatly intens

sified - To succeed in that
environment, Pakistan
needed to utihise its com-
petitive advantage of being
inacoltoneproducing coun-
try and export:more value
added textiles, which in
furnewould provide employ-
ment to the people, they
said.

“When raw cotion and
cotton yvarn is exported; it
deprives the domestic'in-
dustries of raw material and

- the population of employ-

- ient. Ab the saine time, we
provide our competitors.in

- value added textiles with
cheap raw material so they
can compete with s for
niarket share,

*Qur " country should '

tocus on the export of value
added textiles instead of
raw cotton and yarn.”-Value
| is added as cotton yarnis
converted into cioth, towels
and-garments. PPl

Ban on export of raw
cotton and yarn demanded

- OUR STAFF REPORTER

KARACHI - Members of
Towel Manufacturers
Association, in an emergent
meeting on Friday, have
decided to appeal to the
Government to put an
immediate ban on the export
of raw cotton and yarn.

They warned if the ban is
not imposed urgently, the
value added textile indus-
tries will close due to non-
availability of yarn. In such a
scenario, the ambitious
export target of $25 billion
will remain a dream.

target of the last years.

With the end of volume
restrictions, competition
among textile exporting
countries has greatly
intensified.

To succeed in this environ-
ment Pakistan needs to
utilise its competitive
advantage of being a
cotton producing country
and export more value
added textiles which in
turn provide employment to
the country’s population.

When raw cotton and
cotton yarn is exported it
deprives the domestic
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our population of employ-
ment. ,

At the same time, we ’
provide our competitors of
the value added textiles with |
cheap raw material so they J
can compete with us for the |
marker share. Our country
should focus on the export of |
value added textiles instead
of raw cotton and yarn,

Value is added as cotton
yarn is converted into cloth,
towels, made ups and
garments.

Government policy should
encourage the value added
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exports by placing an
immediate ban on export of

Even it will be even ‘
raw cotton and yarns. [

impossible to achieve the

industries of the raw
material and it deprives
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Ban on cotton, yarn
export demanded

" KARACHI: Towel Manufacturers Association
(TMA) Friday appealed the government to put an
immediate ban on the export of raw coton and yam.

! -In an emergency meeting, members of TMA - .
* decided that if ban is not 1mposed urqently, the’

value added textile industries would be closed

due to non-availability of yarn. _

Members were of the view that in such scenario
while ambitious export target of $25 billion
would remain a dream, it would be even impos-
sible to achieve the target of the last year.

With the end of volumetric restrictions, compe-
tition among textile exporting countries has
greatly intensified.

To succeed in this environment, Pakistan needs
to utlise its competitive advantage of being a
cotion producing country and export more value
added textiles which in turn would reduce unero-
ployment in the country.

They demanded of the government to encour-
age the value added exports by placing an imme-

diate ban on export of raw cotton and yarns. -PR
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Value-added sector
urges ban on
cotton, yarn export

By Parvaiz Isl;faq Rana D%O

KARACHI, Oct 26: The ap-
parel and home textile export-
ers have urged the govern-
ment to immediately impose
a ban on export of cotton and
cotton yarn to ensure their
availability in the domestic
market.

The industry leaders
stressed upon the need to
draw a strategy so that the
value-added sector is not dis-
turbed due to non-availability
or high prices of raw materi-
als.

However, they also felt that
without ensuring the interests
of the growers and the spin-
ners the supply of cotton and
cotton yarn to the value-add-
ed sector could not be ensur-
ed to meet their export com-
mitments. ‘

The former chairman of
Towel Manufacturers
Association (TMA) S M Obaid
said that the demand was not
aimed at damaging any of
these sectors because all were
linked with each other and in
case any sector does not sur-
vive'the others will also have
to face the same fate.

Therefore, he urged the
government to come up with a
policy wherein interests of all
the stakeholders were protec-
ted while keeping in view the
country’s interest at the fore-
most.

Mr Obaid said if higher vol-
ume of exports of value-added
igems were made the country

would be earning more for-
eign exchange and the appa-
rel industry would become
more competitive on getting
higher per unit price.

Jawed Bilwani, chairman
Pakistan Apparel Forum sug-
gested that a ban should be
imposed on export of cotton
and yarn if the country has to
earn more foreign exchange.

He said that to protect the
interests of spinners the gov-
ernment should introduce
such a scheme wherein some
incentive or benefit is given
on local sale of cotton yamn.

He said though a recent no-
tification issued by the gov-
ernment gave one per cent re-
bate on sale of cotton yam to
export houses but it did not
define the ‘export houses’ and
as a result it did not have any
impact in real terms.

Shabir Ahmed, chairman
Pakistan Bedwear Exporters
Association (PBEA) while
supporting the demand sug-
gested that the government
should encourage higher
blending of polyester yarn.

He said presently, blending
of polyester and cotton yarn
in Pakistan was the lowest in
the world at 20 to 30 per cent
against world standard of 50
per cent.

At an emergent ‘meeting
held recently at the TMA a
resolution was passed by the
members demanding ban on
export of cotton and yarn.




