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           6th April, 2019 

 
 
Senate panel draws PM’s attention to drug price hike 
ISLAMABAD: The Senate Standing Committee on National Health Services, Regulations and 
Coordination (NHSRC) Friday took serious notice of increase in drugs prices, saying the Prime 
Minister must take notice of the situation. 
 
The committee meeting, which was held here with Senator Mian Muhammad Ateeq Shaikh in the 
chair, also directed the Drug Regulatory Authority of Pakistan (DRAP) to present a detailed report 
on pricing mechanism in the next meeting. 
 
Ateeq Shaikh said the Prime Minister must take strict notice of drug price increase in Pakistan and 
evaluate the reasons behind this stringently. 
 
The committee showed displeasure over the absence of Minister for National Health Services, 
Regulation and Coordination Aamer Mehmood Kiani from the meeting. However, later the minister 
joined the meeting. 
 
Secretary NHSRC Captain Zahid Saeed (retd) informed the Senate body that manufacturers filed an 
application in the DRAP to review the existing price of the drugs after increase in production cost of 
medicines. 
 
Zahid Saeed informed the committee that all such appointments were made through a very 
transparent process. “However, there have been issues as seen in the case of DRAP CEO, who has 
been asked to stop work due to his controversial degree that is not recognised in Pakistan or Sri 
Lanka where it was awarded to him.” He said that an interim appointment had been made from 
within the ranks. 
 
The secretary said, “The DRAP Hardship Committee hears the grievances of the manufacturers and 
gives decision in favour or against the application.” 
 
He briefed that 890 such applications were pending due to system delays. “These manufacturers filed 
a petition in the Supreme Court on which the court granted time of 10 weeks to settle the backlog,” 
he added. 
 
He said that prices of 463 drugs were increased while on other hand the prices of 395 drugs were 
reduced. The cabinet was the authority to review the overall drug prices while the Hardship 
Committee heard the individuals, he added. 
 
While discussing the Pakistan Medical and Dental Council (PMDC) Ordinance that is currently 
being considered in the House, the committee took serious notice of the absence of president PMDC 
from the meeting, saying if he remains absent in the next meeting, strict action will be taken against 
him. The committee members were of the view that no posting, transfer or appointment be conducted 
against that order. 
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The chairman committee said that numerous changes were expected in the Ordinance during its 
vetting in the Parliament. 
 
While discussing constitutional bodies, Senator Ayesha Raza Farooq stressed the need for curbing 
the trend of ad hoc appointments as seen in the case of National Institute of Health (NIH) and DRAP. 
She said that promotions must take place from within the line. 
 
Senator Ashok Kumar said all details of the contentious appointment of DRAP CEO along with 
decisions taken by him must be submitted to the committee in the next meeting. Ateeq Shaikh said 
that one point agenda was needed to discuss price regulation of medicines in Pakistan. He said it was 
a grave issue that must be probed in-depth. 
 
The NHSRC Secretary informed the committee that a task force had been formed and the chairman 
had been requested to review the drug price list, after which new recommendations could be made 
and presented in the House. 
 
The chairman committee said that a letter would be written to the Prime Minister to request him to 
probe the matter in detail. The committee stressed the need for the minister to attend the meeting and 
provide details in this regard. 
 
The subcommittee’s report on point of public importance raised by Senator Kulsoom Parveen on 
substandard medicines was laid before the meeting. On the recommendations of the members, it was 
decided that the PSDP proposals would be taken up in the next meeting. 
 
The NHSRC minister on his arrival briefed the chairman about his official engagements and assured 
that matter of price hike was in his notice and he was committed to providing relief to the masses. 
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