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          7th April, 2019 

 
 
Govt will soon launch assets declaration scheme: Fawad 
ISLAMABAD: Minister for Information and Broadcasting Fawad Chaudhry on Saturday said that 
fundamental changes introduced by Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) government are taking the 
country towards economic stability. 
 
Speaking at a presser here, he said Pakistan is being transformed from a security state into a state 
having open visa regime. “A pilot project with five countries to this effect is continuing 
successfully,” he added. 
 
He said that exports are increasing and imports are on the downward trajectory. He said that two-
thirds of the economy is undocumented, for which the government will soon launch assets 
declaration scheme providing people one-time opportunity to become tax filer. 
 
He said a crackdown has also been launched against the people hoarding dollars, which has helped 
bring value of dollar down. He said the export sector has been provided subsidy worth Rs 45 billion 
and the government plans to bring industry-friendly budget. 
 
Criticising the last two governments, he said that their policies had taken the country near 
bankruptcy. However, the PTI governments’ initiatives, including financial assistance from friendly 
states, are gradually bringing the economy on track. 
 
Referring to the standoff in Model Town and drawing parallels with the 2014 Model Town tragedy, 
he said the nature of operations conducted by Punjab police in the PML-N’s tenure is now “in front 
of everyone to see.” 
 
“Politics is being used as a shield to hide their corruption,” Chaudhry alleged. “On the one hand, they 
say they do not mind accountability, but when they are being held accountable they are in hiding.” 
 
The information minister noted that Hamza’s cousins, Hassan Nawaz and Hussain Nawaz, the two 
sons of former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif, had also said they would give evidence in court 
regarding the cases against them. 
 
“Now they are saying they are UK citizens and Pakistan’s laws do not apply on them,” he said. 
 
“I think once he [Hamza] steps out, he will say he is a Cuban citizen [and] that he was given the 
citizenship by Che Guevara himself, [because] he was a revolutionary at the time.” 
 
Chaudhry said that the matter of Hamza’s arrest is between the PML-N leader and National 
Accountability Bureau (NAB). However, the minister said that, ideally, Hamza should surrender 
himself. 
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He said the NAB could use force to enter the Shahbaz family house and arrest him but right now, 
PML-N workers are displaying aggressive behaviour against the National Accountability Bureau. 
 
“If NAB enters his house, the media will show that [in a negative light] and this is what I have been 
telling you–we are not like the previous government,” the minister said. 
 
“Right now, we need to differentiate between politics and crime,” Chaudhry said, adding: “It is very 
important for Pakistan that we do not allow crime to be shielded by politics. If our media and opinion 
makers do not draw a line between politics and crime, it would ultimately damage Pakistan.” 
 
The minister said that recovery of national wealth plundered by the corrupt leaders of the past, 
including Sharifs and Zardaris, is imperative to improve economic condition of the country. 
 
The minister said that Sharifs and Zardaris desire that they should not be asked about the money 
plundered by them. But, he said, they will either have to return the plundered money or go to jail. 
 
The information minister said that the country got $60 billion loans since 2008, but major portion of 
the amount went into the pockets of the rulers and they purchased properties abroad with that 
amount. 
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