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Plastic wrap of luggage is passengers� choice, Senate body told 
ISLAMABAD: The Senate Standing Committee on Climate Change on Monday took strong notice 
of lack of preparedness of the Aviation Division and stressed that plastic wrapping of luggage be 
made mandatory to protect passengers from theft and implication in crimes associated with drug 
trafficking. 
 
But the panel was later informed by the officials concerned that the government has withdrawn its 
decision and now it was the choice of the passengers whether or not to utilise the plastic wrap 
facility. 
 
The committee which met here with Senator Sitara Ayaz in the chair stressed the need to weigh other 
options and said that baggage protection was the responsibility of the Aviation Division and the 
passengers must not be charged for this service. 
 
While discussing the use of plastics by various multinational companies, the Ministry of Industries 
and Production was of the opinion that ban on plastics must be carried out in phases to ensure that 
businesses are not affected. 
 
The ministry was of the opinion that a policy must be formalised in this regard. Ayaz stressed the 
need for an alternate plan to protect industries and labour force. She said that a step by step briefing 
was required to place a plan, so that stakeholders are not at a loss. 
 
The DG Environmental Protection Agency informed the committee that labour would not go out of 
employment because in addition to plastic bags, the same producers are involved in the manufacture 
of other products as well. 
 
Minister of State for Climate Change Zartaj Gul informed the committee that there are many players 
that have come in the market and that this measure was greatly benefiting women because now they 
could manufacture cloth bags at homes. Numerous cottage industries such as jute, cotton, etc, would 
also be introduced due to this initiative. 


