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            15th August, 2019 

EDITORIAL 
 
 
A coffin with ‘lifetime’ warranty! 
As if the poor and a little less poor don’t have enough to worry about the FBR (Federal Board of Revenue) 
has added to their woes. If anyone of them happens to be the owner of a small car he has to pay anything 
between Rs 10,000 and Rs 30,000 as token for his car. Unless he complies with this ‘jugga’ tax he must stay 
home and park his car under a life-saving tarpaulin cover. But For the owners of cars and jeeps of engine 
capacity of over 1000cc, there is the option to pay token on per annum basis or for the lifetime. “We have 
introduced the table of lifetime for cars/jeeps of token tax engine capacity over 1000cc to facilitate to the 
provincial excise departments in case they want to extend collection of lifetime token tax to other cars of 
higher engine capacity,” says the FBR. No such facility is available to the owners of smaller cars – as if they 
must be penalized for being ‘poor’ in Pakistan. That such car owners are income tax filers and therefore 
exempted to pay Rs 30,000 is nothing but crass naivety. Almost all the taxi cars on the roads of the Nation’s 
Capital are of less than 1000cc engine capacity. Should this punishing token tax law prevail beyond its 
sunset time of end-September no less than five thousand taxi drivers are expected to become jobless. 
Misfortunes never come alone, it seems. The double-digit inflation being the order of the day the life is 
already very hard for the poor. But we don’t know whether the FBR has been tasked by someone to make 
life still harder for the poor leading to their rejection of the entire system or is the result of total apathy of the 
FBR towards the middle and lower middle classes of this country. 
 
Let us talk of someone who owns a 1992 model Mehran Suzuki with the then engine capacity 800cc: and he 
is a non-filer because he never earned enough to join the filers’ brigade. But he has been a regular token 
payer; the last he paid (Rs 348) was in June 2017. But now if he wants to keep this car he is being asked to 
pay Rs 30,000 for “lifetime”. What is this ‘lifetime’ and whose lifetime? If it is for this 1992 Mehran Suzuki 
then it means it is expected to remain on road for next one hundred years. If this ‘lifetime’ is applicable to 
the owner then as a Muslim it is one’s belief that this could be one hundred years or even less than 100 
minutes. And if it stands for the architects of “Naya Pakistan” then one would leave it for the reader of this 
page to make his own assessment. However, according to the Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary of 
Current English, the word ‘lifetime’ means “duration of a person’s life”. 
 
According to one of the dictates of jurisprudence, over the time every piece of law is rendered irrelevant to 
the realities and becomes outdated. One such law in Pakistan deals with collection of token tax on ownership 
of vehicles. Unfortunately, however, all four provinces have their own peculiar definitions. In some it is 
collected on per annum basis while others offer the option of lifetime payment. The federal capital 
administration too has now joined this puzzle – by introducing both the per annum and lifetime-basis 
arrangements. Therefore, by the end of the day, the owners of small cars must pay Rs 30,000 or set out on a 
torturous journey of visiting this office or the other to qualify for some relaxation. In case of government 
pensioners, who are not required to file returns or statements “an application will be submitted to the income 
tax commissioner to explain the reasons that the person is not required to file the returns for having no 
additional income”. The commissioner is bound to reply, but in case he is too busy to look into such low-
priority case and the applicant does not receive the reply within a month he will qualify for “automatic 
exemption” from the penalty of non-filers. But this precious opportunity is not available to non-government 
car owners. How more out of tune with ground realities a government could be? 
 


