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Bangladesh garment workers reject pay rise, stage protests 
DHAKA: Several thousand garment workers took to the streets in Bangladesh on Monday, rejecting a pay 
hike in the crucial export industry as insufficient, police and union leaders said. 
 
Garment owners agreed to raise workers’ pay on Sunday after a week of violent demonstrations in which 
one person was killed and dozens wounded as police used teargas and water cannon to disperse workers who 
blocked roads and vandalised vehicles and factories. 
 
The protests are a test for the government of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, who won a third straight term in 
a Dec 30 election, which was marred by violence and allegations of widespread rigging and voter 
intimidation. 
 
“Workers from up to 10 factories tried to block a highway in the Ashulia garment manufacturing belt on the 
outskirts of the capital Dhaka,” said Saminur Rahman, a director for the Industrial Police, which patrols the 
country’s business hubs. 
 
“We dispersed them immediately and all other factories are open,” he added. 
 
Though many have returned to work, most employees remain unhappy with the pay rise proposed as basic 
salaries were not raised as expected, union leaders said. 
 
“We had to accept it as the proposal came from our prime minister. How can we dishonour it?” Bangladesh 
Garment and Industrial Workers Federation president Babul Akter said. 
 
“We urged all workers to resume work. We hope the prime minister will ensure our proper wages in near 
future,” he added. 
 
Garment owners said the rise put an extra burden on them which small factories will find difficult to afford, 
urging global brands to pay more for the clothes they buy. 
 
“We have agreed to the new wages for the greater interest for the sector,” said Siddiqur Rahman, president 
of the Bangladesh Garment Manufacturers’ and Exporters’ Association. 
 
“Through increasing productivity, we will have to adjust to the rise,” he said, adding: “At the same time, 
international brands will have to share the rising costs.” 
 
The government said in September that the minimum wage for garment workers would increase by up to 51 
per cent to 8,000 taka ($95) a month, payable in January, the first increase since 2013. 
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