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               26th January, 2019 

 
 
Visas on arrival for 50 countries, e-visas for 175 
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan on Friday announced to introduce on-arrival visas for 50 countries and e-visas for 
175 countries in a bid to revive tourism in the country. 
 
Talking to journalists here, Information Minister Fawad Chaudhry said citizens from 50 countries will be 
granted visas on arrival while 175 countries will be granted the e-visa facility, as Pakistan looks to woo 
visitors to witness its scenic beauty and cultural diversity. 
 
The minister explained some salient features of the visa regime and said the policy had been framed in 
consultations with all the departments concerned and stakeholders. Fawad pointed out under this major visa 
initiative, 175 countries had been extended the facility of e-visa while the citizens of 50 countries would be 
given visas upon arrival. He added that the International Air Transport Association (IATA) approved tour 
operators now could bring tourist groups to the country under new policy which, he said, would usher in a 
new era of progress and prosperity in the country. 
 
The minister said Indian-origin American and British citizens would also be given visas on arrival. He said 
business visa would now be provided to the citizens of 96 countries from the previous practice of 68 
countries. Likewise, Fawad noted the period of diplomatic visa had been extended from one year to three 
years while that of students' visa from one year to two years. 
 
He maintained that unlike in the past, the tourists would now be able to visit all parts of the country 
including open cantonments, Azad Kashmir and Gilgit-Baltistan, making it clear the tourists were no longer 
required to take any NOC (no objection certificate). 
 
Fawad said the journalist visas would now be processed through the Ministry of Information and 
Broadcasting and they would also be given long term visas without any curbs. The minister said the 
government was also contemplating to revive the major festivals across the country to provide entertainment 
and educational facilities to the masses and further build the soft image of the country. 
 
“We want to make tourism the basis of development like Malaysia and Turkey which are earning billions of 
dollars from this sector. Economic reforms package announced by the government is aimed at boosting 
exports, reducing imports and enhancing industrialisation to generate economic activities and jobs,” he 
explained. 
 
Replying to questions, Fawad decried the ‘non-cooperative’ conduct of the opposition, calling on the 
opposition to play its part to run the parliamentary proceedings in a smooth manner. He pointed out that 
Leader of Opposition Shahbaz Sharif was pointing fingers at Prime Minister Imran Khan in the National 
Assembly, vitiating the political environment. 
 
“We respect the Parliament and all the elected representatives but the prime minister, being leader of the 
House, also deserves due respect. On one hand, the opposition says that the prime minister does not come to 
the House, while on the other, when he comes, it appears as he has entered a market,” Fawad said. 
 
The minister also noted that opposition would use abusive language and insisted that the opposition would 
have to fulfil its responsibility towards running of the House, otherwise, they should not expect cooperation 
from the treasury side. He made it clear that the government and the ruling party would not allow the House 
to become a fish market. 
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He alleged that Shahbaz Sharif, who introduced the culture of extrajudicial killings during his tenure as chief 
minister of Punjab, was baselessly criticising the PTI government on the Sahiwal incident. He termed the 
Sahiwal happening as accidental and alleged that the Model Town killings were carried out as per planning. 
 
Fawad alleged that when Shahid Khaqan Abbasi became minister for petroleum, there was no loan and 
when he left the ministry, loan to the tune of Rs157 billion had piled up in gas sector. The minister said that 
not Sindh or Pakistan, but the system based on Asif Zardari and Murad Ali Shah was at stake. He alleged 
that Zardari and Murad had been caught red-handed in mega money laundering and fake accounts cases. 
 
He announced that Prime Minister Imran Khan would soon pay a visit to Sindh to take stock of the latest 
situation and evolve a new policy accordingly to provide all possible relief to the people of the province. 
 
 
Our Correspondent 


