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            6th July, 2019 

 
 
Benami properties: Reward for whistleblowers increased to 10 percent 
Prime Minister Imran Khan Friday announced that his government would increase the reward for 
whistleblower from 3 percent to 10 percent for pointing out Benami properties in the country. 
Speaking at the launching ceremony of National Poverty Graduation Initiative (NPGI) after 
distributing cheques of interest free loans among 23 deserving persons, Prime Minister Khan said 
that the law provides them 3 percent reward but the government would amend the rules dealing with 
Benami properties to provide them 10 percent reward money for whistleblower. 
 
The Prime Minister said that entire amount collected from Benami properties would be allocated for 
Ehsaas programme to help the weak segment of the society and pull the people out of the poverty, 
and NPGI is component of it. 
 
The Prime Minister also regretted that Pakistanis are least taxpayers in the world primarily because 
former governments were elitists and serving the interests of a small segment of society. The leaders 
were getting treatment on taxpayers'' money from abroad and regretted that those who were supposed 
to build hospitals for the people have been getting treatment on their tax money from abroad. 
 
He also said that a former president and a former prime minister had taken a large number of foreign 
trips at a time when the country was heavily by debt, which reflects his insensitivity to the problems 
of the country and people. "When the country was being heavily burdened under debt, Asif Ali 
Zardari and Nawaz Sharif took 40 trips each for Dubai and London respectively on taxpayers'' 
money," he added. The Prime Minister said that he and Chairman FBR Shabbar Zaidi have set a 
challenge themselves to mobilise the tax money from the people by demonstrating a decrease in 
government expenses. 
 
The Prime Minister further stated that 5 percent people were suffering from Hepatitis and had no 
access to the treatment while their leaders were getting treatment from London. He added that the 
number is shocking. "They have not established a single hospital in the country from where they 
could get treatment and had used billion of rupees from the national exchequer ruthlessly on their 
treatment abroad," he added. He said that for the first time a holistic programme titled "National 
Poverty Graduation Initiative" is being launched in the country to help the poor by providing them 
interest-free loans and skilled training, etc. The premier said that under the Ehsaas programme 
different initiatives would be undertaken every month to help the weaker segments of society. 
 
He also recounted how he was able to discover the concept of welfare state initially in Europe and 
then through Islamic study, adding the first welfare and modern state based on Ehsaas (percipience) 
was established in Medina where a progressive taxation system (collecting money from the rich and 
spending it on the poor) was introduced and it (State of Medina) is an all-time model for the 
Muslims. The Prime Minister said that Rs 200 billion has been allocated for the Ehsaas progrmme. 
The Prime Minister said that under National Poverty Graduation Initiative, interest-free loans were 
provided to 80,000 people over 400 locations. 
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Earlier, Chairperson Benazir Income Support Programme Dr Sania Nishtar welcomed the Prime 
Minister and said NPGI has been designed to help provide employment opportunities to the people 
by providing them interest free loans and skilled training, and twenty NGOs as well as Akhuwat 
have been taken on board in this regard. She said that under the four-year programme, at the initial 
stage Rs 42.8 billion has been allocated to benefit 16.17 million people. 
 
Minister for Education and Professional Training Shafqat Mehmood said that this is good day 
because something has been started for the deprived and low income group people. He said that his 
ministry would cooperate with Dr Nishtar to impart skilled training for the deprived segments of 
society. 
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