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           1st June, 2019 

 
 
British Airways to resume flights operation from June 3 
British Airways is all set to restart operations to Pakistan from next Monday after 11 years and its 
first flight will land at 9.30am at Islamabad International Airport on June 3, 2019. The airline halted 
its operations in Pakistan in 2008 in the wake of a suicide attack at a local hotel in Islamabad that 
killed more than 50 people. 
 
Prime Minister's Advisor on Commerce, Textile, Industries and Production and Investment, Abdul 
Razak Dawood is expected to welcome the British Airways crew and passengers at the airport. The 
airline will operate three flights per week from Heathrow to Islamabad. 
 
British Airways, which was worried about threat from Man-Portable Air Defence System 
(ManPADs), had sought patrolling at 30 nautical miles during the arrival and departure of its aircraft. 
 
A couple of months ago, the Airlines Director John Monks stated that he was delighted to be 
returning to Pakistan at this exciting time in Pakistan's history and hoped that the airline makes its 
small contribution to government efforts to bring prosperity and enduring stability to the country. 
 
However, he had maintained that a number of security related issues remain to be finalized ahead of 
the inaugural flight on June 2-3. 2019, but indicated confidence that the gaps can be closed, the 
sources said, adding the issues were now settled to the satisfaction of the airline. 
 
A team of British Airways had visited Islamabad International Airport to discuss the security 
measures there. British Airways will also have its own private security contractor to guard the travel 
of its crew to and from the Serena Hotel. However, the one issue which was a cause of concern to the 
airline was extended patrolling of the arrival and departure routes of British Airways aircraft. 
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