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           3rd June, 2019 

 
 
Minister to launch moon-sighting website today 
ISLAMABAD: Minister for Science and Technology Fawad Chaudhry will launch the government’s 
official moon sighting website and Islamic calendar today (Monday). 
 
According to a statement issued by the ministry, Eidul Fitr will fall on Wednesday, June 5, according 
to the new lunar calendar, while Eidul Azha will fall on Aug 12. 
 
In a statement, Mr Chaudhry praised his team of experts who prepared the calendar, saying it 
included important dates for the next five years, from 2019 to 2023. 
 
    The website contains a day-to-day five-year Islamic calendar next to dates from the Gregorian 
calendar 
 
The website contains a day-to-day five-year Islamic calendar next to dates from the Gregorian 
calendar and allows users to check the position of the moon. 
 
It contains scientifically determined dates for all major Islamic festivals and occasions for the current 
and coming years. 
 
The data is displayed in a tabular format for the Islamic calendar, which can either be viewed month-
wise or day by day. 
 
There are also visibility maps, which automatically generate a global map visibility after sunset. 
There is a dedicated page for ‘New Crescent Moon’sighting, which has a set visibility criterion 
starting from easily visible to the use of optical aids to sight the moon. 
 
“The online portal will bring an end to moon sighting controversies and the duplication of Ramazan 
and Eid for good,”Mr Chaudhry said. 
 
In his statement, he also refuted the notion that the initiative was meant to diminish the roles of 
ulema, saying their expertise would be needed in other aspects of life. 
 
The website has been developed by the Comsats University IT Centre, in collaboration with the 
Ministry of Science and Technology, the national space agency Suparco, the Pakistan Meteorological 
Department and the Institute of State Technology. 
 
Earlier, Mr Chaudhry had said that he could not understand the stubbornness of ulema who insisted 
on sighting the moon alone. He argued that moon sighting is a scientific process. 
 
“Science can precisely tell the birth of the moon and that is why Imam Shafai described moon 
sighting as an arithmetic process,” he said. 
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He added that while members of the Ruet-i-Hilal Committee used obsolete telescopes that were 
hundreds of years old, his office would rely on the Met Office’s advanced telescopes. 
 
He emphasised that a process was developed on confirmed crescent sightings based on indisputable 
astronomical information that nobody should object to. 
 
Anticipating that the new Islamic calendar may face opposition, Mr Chaudhry said his office did not 
intend to impose its findings but to provide an alternative opinion. 
 
 
The Newspaper's Staff Reporter 


