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Labour hazards 
WORKERS in many trades in Pakistan are exposed to occupational hazards mainly due to the negligence of 
employers, and the apathy of the state. This sad fact was once again highlighted when six lives were lost on 
Saturday in Karachi’s Clifton area. The workers were installing glass panes in a multistorey building when 
they fell to their deaths from the 13th floor as the construction lift buckled. Two of the deceased were 
brothers. The individual who provided the lift has been held by police while a case has been registered 
against the building owner and his partners. As reported, it was the police that rushed the unfortunate 
workers to the hospital, indicating that there were no emergency facilities available on-site, while the 
victims were working without any safety gear. The reality is that life is cheap in our society, and the welfare 
and safety of workers is the least of employers’ concerns. Labourers in most cities and towns can be seen 
working on building sites without any safety equipment, and the threats to their safety increase when the 
building in question is a multistorey structure. 
 
Workers in various other high-risk professions also complain of the lack of occupational health and safety 
measures, and while employers should answer for these lacunae, the state also needs to explain why it is so 
disinterested in the safety of workers. For example, the Sindh Assembly has passed the Occupational Health 
and Safety Act, but its rules have reportedly not been framed. It is not enough for officials to express sorrow 
over such tragedies; occupational safety laws must be enforced to ensure that conditions for workers are 
adequate and that people are not putting their lives on the line just to earn two square meals. Moreover, in 
case accidents happen, suitable compensation needs to be defined by the law so that families that lose their 
breadwinners can be given financial assistance. 
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