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               13th March, 2019 

 
 
 
Over 90,000 selected through balloting for Haj 
ISLAMABAD: A total of 90,924 intending pilgrims were on Tuesday evening selected through 
computerised balloting of more than 107,000 applicants for Haj in 2019 under the government scheme 
Minister for Religious Affairs and Interfaith Harmony Dr Noorul Haq Qadri performed the the balloting. 
The government would inform the successful candidates through SMS at the numbers provided with the 
application form. 
 
As per the government decision, applications that have not been successful in balloting for the last three 
years have been declared successful this time around without balloting. 
 
Speaking on the occasion, the minister said the government had received 2,000 applications from intended 
pilgrims aged between 80 and 90 years. He stated further that two assistants each would be deputed with 
elderly female pilgrims. 
 
According to him, 216,623 applications had been submitted, including 123,700 males and 92,923 females. 
The highest number of applications was received from Punjab (108,006), followed by 49,343 from Sindh, 
40,752 from Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, and 10,258 from Balochistan. Aspirants from Azad Kashmir submitted 
2,316 applications, as did 4,314 from the tribal districts of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and 2,422 from Gilgit-
Baltistan. 
 
Under the 2019 Haj policy, aspiring pilgrims from the north of Lahore will pay Rs436,935 for the annual 
pilgrimage and the rates would be Rs426,975 for the southern zone, while Rs19,451 are optional charges for 
sacrifice. 
 
The government Haj rates have been increased by more than 36 per cent due to the increase in dollar rates 
and new taxes imposed in Saudi Arabia. 
 
As per the quota allotted by Saudi Arabia, 184,210 Pakistanis will perform Haj this year of which 107,526 
will perform pilgrimage under the government scheme and 71,684 seats have been granted to the private 
tour operators by the government, with the ratio of 60pc and 40pc for the government scheme and private 
operators, respectively. 
 
 
The Newspaper's Staff Reporter 


