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           18th March, 2019 

 
 
Promoting tourism 
Prime Minister Imran Khan formally inaugurated on Thursday his plan to encash Pakistan’s massive tourism 
potential with the launch of a new visa policy for foreign visitors. People from 175 countries are to be issued 
three-month e-visas within seven to 10 working days, while visa fees have been slashed by 22 to 65 percent. 
Pakistan has a lot to offer foreign visitors ranging from 10 of the world’s highest mountains to breathtaking 
picturesque valleys in the northern region, from ancient archaeological sites in Mohenjodaro and Harappa 
and charming old cities in the plains to beautiful beaches down south. Pakistan is also home to many places 
and antiquities sacred to Buddhists, Sikhs and Hindus. Yet the share of tourism revenue in this country’s 
GDP is merely 2.7 percent. 
 
Visa facilitation, as the PM said, is only the first step. A lot more needs to be done to make the country 
inviting and hospitable for foreign visitors. First of all, the government ought to come up with a well-
organised marketing and branding strategy to attract attention. Equally important, intending travellers should 
have the assurance that Pakistan is a safe place. Another issue is provision of adequate accommodation, 
infrastructure and transportation facilities. Imran Khan announced that people in northern areas would be 
provided with soft loans to build additional rooms in their houses to lodge tourists. That surely would be 
helpful for those travelling on a shoestring or others interested in immersing in the local culture. The 
government must also pay attention to the need of new hotels and resorts, especially in the less developed 
areas, and standardize the quality of their services through regular monitoring. Public-private partnerships 
can play a productive role towards that end. The PM mentioned that an area (he did not name the place) had 
been developed in collaboration with Germany, which would soon be open for tourism. A good beginning, it 
should attract more foreign investments in the sector. 
 
At this point in time, though, except for visa simplification, not much seems to be happening on the other 
issues. The government needs to show it is just as enthusiastic about taking care of things foreign tourists 
look at before embarking on travel as it is talking about making Pakistan an important destination for foreign 
tourists. 
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