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           28th March, 2019 

 
 
SCCI rejects proposed hike in gas tariff 
Sarhad Chamber of Commerce and Industry (SCCI) has rejected the another proposed increase in gas 
tariff up to 114 per cent by Oil and Gas Regulatory Authority and urged the Prime Minister Imran 
Khan to not accept the recommendation of the Ogra. 
 
In a statement issued here on Wednesday, SCCI president Faiz Mohammad Faizi said that another 
unprecedented hike in gas prices, recommended by Oil and Gas Regulatory Authority would prove 
harmful for Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and country's economy. 
 
As per the Ogra recommended increase in gas prices, he said that industrial, commercial and 
domestic consumers would be charged Rs 1,224 per MMBTU after implementation of the proposed 
increase of Rs732 per MMBTU. 
 
KP is producing of gas with capacity of 18 per cent, Sindh 69 per cent, and Balochistan 4 per cent, so 
the proposed increase in gas tariff for these provinces is violation of article 158 of the constitution of 
the country. While, he added the move is attempt to sabotage the 18th constitutional amendment. 
 
SCCI chief said that business community had shown serious concerns over government's unwise 
business-friendly policies, now, the proposal of gas traffic hike by the SNGPL and SSGPL would 
affect industrialization generally in the country and particularly in KP. 
 
He said the natural gas is raw material of the industries so the gradual increase in its tariff would be 
made stagnant manufacturing growth of the industries. 
 
Faizi reminded that the 35 per cent hike in gas tariff in October 2018 was widely criticized by 
politically and publicly due to which managing directors (MDs) of the two companies removed. He 
feared that if the increase would be approved by government, then the gas prices will jump to Rs 
1,224 on head of MMBTU from Rs501.17. He added the move would affect industrial, commercial 
and domestic consumers. 
 
He said that the country's economy is being already faced with detrimental situation, while the 
proposed hike in gas tariff up to 144 per cent would adversely affect industrial and trade activities, 
while increase in CNG prices also put great impact and pressure on poor masses. He added that the 
decision will bring new waves of price-hike and trigger unemployment in the country. 
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