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India has lowest mobile data cost 
LONDON: India, where fewer than 2 percent of users connect over a landline, has the 
cheapest average data cost at just 26 US cents per gigabyte, according to a survey of over 
6,000 mobile data plans in 230 countries. 
 
The low cost is partly down to the nation’s vibrant market and high technological awareness, 
which means there is strong adoption and competition is high. 
 
Kyrgyzstan, Kazakhstan, Ukraine and Rwanda are the other nations making up the cheapest 
five and all have average costs below 60 cents. They also have low levels of landline 
connection rates. 
 
By contrast, the most expensive nation on earth to buy mobile data is Zimbabwe, with an eye-
watering average of $75.20. The country’s most expensive provider charges a massive 
$138.46. After a period of hyperinflation, Zimbabwe’s inflation rate slipped below 60 percent 
this year. 
 
Countries with developed cable networks are among the most expensive places to buy mobile 
data. In the United States, the average cost of a gigabyte of data is more than $12, putting it at 
number 182 in the rankings. The UK fared little better with an average cost of $6.66, ranked 
at number 136. Finland by contrast has both some of the best fixed communications 
infrastructure and Europe’s lowest data costs. Europe’s most expensive data is found in 
Greece, where the cost averages $32.71. 
 
Asian countries make up half of the top 20 cheapest in the world. Despite high prices in 
Zimbabwe, 10 of the top 50 cheapest data nations are in sub-Saharan Africa, where mobile 
dominates the communications infrastructure. 
 
“Many of the cheapest countries in which to buy mobile data fall roughly into one of two 
categories,” says Dan Howdle, analyst at cable.co.uk, which carried out the research. 
Excellent infrastructure or a heavy reliance on phones for connectivity usually lead to lower 
prices, the survey showed. 
 


