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              3rd October, 2019 

 Editorial 
 
 
Our plastic problem 
THE Sindh government’s decision to enforce a province-wide ban on the manufacturing, sale 
and use of plastic bags shows there is a growing awareness among legislators about the 
importance of safeguarding the environment and public health. 
 
Alongside the ban, an awareness campaign has been launched, and cloth bags distributed 
among some of Karachi’s residents. This is not the first time the provincial government has 
attempted to ban plastic bags. In fact, the Sindh Prohibition of Non-degradable Plastic 
Products (Manufacturing, Sale and Usage) Rules and the Sindh Environmental Protection Act 
have existed since 2014. 
 
Just last year, the Sindh cabinet issued a notification on the use of polythene and plastic bags, 
which was to come into effect in phases within three months. But such a move was never 
successfully implemented. A similarly unsuccessful attempt had been made back in 2006, 
with the passing of the Sindh Prohibition on Manufacture, Sale and Use of Polythene Bags 
Ordinance. 
 
The Pakistan Plastic Manufacturers Association estimates that approximately 55bn plastic 
bags are used in the country each year. Other estimates place the figure well over 100bn. 
While banning plastic remains a massive challenge, coordinated efforts amongst the various 
provinces may ease the burden. 
 
On Aug 14, in an attempt to limit the damage, the Islamabad Capital Territory too placed a 
ban on the use of single-use plastic, which was expectedly met with resistance from various 
stakeholders. Unfortunately, whenever such a ban has been announced, there have been 
protests from the retail and manufacturing industries, which employ tens of thousands. This 
was witnessed on Tuesday, when scores of workers in Lahore held demonstrations against the 
government for potentially rendering them jobless. 
 
The government must ensure that does not happen, and compensate workers and 
manufacturers and give them viable, long-term alternatives. Otherwise, in its attempt to do 
good in the long run, it might just end up creating a bigger problem for itself in the short 
term. 


