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           4th February, 2019 

 
 
 
Moot demands visa on arrival for pre-Partition generation 
LAHORE: The International Peace and Punjabi Conference ended here on Sunday after issuing a 
declaration, calling it ‘Lahore Declaration’. 
 
The declaration included a demand for setting up the first-ever Punjabi University in Lahore and adoption of 
the Punjabi language as the medium of instruction at the primary level. It urged the members of the Punjab 
Assembly to speak Punjabi during the House proceedings. The declaration also sought liberalising visas 
between Pakistan and India, making them multiple entry travel documents. “Those Indians and Pakistanis 
who were born before the Partition should get visa on arrival at the borders,” it demanded and recommended 
an end to unwanted gesticulation both by India and Pakistan during flag-lowering ceremony at Wagah 
borders, replacing it with peaceful messages. 
 
The conference paid tributes to both the countries for opening the Kartarpur Corridor and suggested more 
exchanges of writers, artists, sportsmen and businessmen between them. It announced holding an 
international mushaira on the birth anniversary of Guru Nanak Dev Ji in Pakistan which would be attended 
by 25 poets each from India and Pakistan and other countries. 
 
    Presents charter of demands in its ‘Lahore Declaration’ 
 
The moot appreciated the government’s move of giving special permission to the Indian delegates of the 
peace conference to visit Nankana Sahib. It paid compliments to World Punjabi Congress chairman Fakhar 
Zaman, the late Dr Satinder Singh Noor and Dr Deepak Manmohan Singh for their work for the promotion 
of the Punjabi language and culture since 1986. 
 
Those who spoke on the third and last day of the conference included Punjabi educationist Gurdeep Kaur, 
WPC Indian chapter president Dr Deepak Manmohan Singh, Abdal Bela, Ludhiana Sahit Academy 
president Gurbhajan Singh, Professor Dr Vanita Manchanda, Pilac Director General Dr Sughra Sadaf, 
Mudassir Butt, Farrukh Sohail, Ashfaq Nabar and Sehajpreet Singh Mangat. 
 
One of the sessions was devoted to poetry recital. The poets included Bushra Ejaz, Neelma Durrani, 
Shehrpreet, Abbas Mirza, Dr Fatima Hassan, Dr Vanita Manchanda, Dr Sughra Sadaf, Hakeem Arshad 
Shahzad, Manjinder Dhanoa, Darshan Butter and others. 
 
Mr Zaman said it was a historic conference and hoped that it would lead to peaceful relations between 
Pakistan and India. He declared that an even bigger conference would be held in Lahore in February next 
year. He hoped that by that time the first-ever Punjabi University would start functioning in Lahore. 
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