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‘Trade diplomacy only hope to increase exports’ 
KARACHI: Federation of Pakistan Chambers of Commerce and Industries (FPCCI) former 
chairman of standing committee on agriculture Ahmad Jawad said trade diplomacy is the 
only hope to increase exports. 
 
Jawad said Pakistan’s best bet for exports in the next five years is trade diplomacy, in the 
following ways. Seek FTA with UK after post Brexit (and negotiate long-term trade 
arrangement with the USA taking on board the officials of US Chamber of Commerce too 
; negotiate a favourable free-trade agreement with Turkey and African markets and 
improve regional connectivity, in particular with Afghanistan and Iran. 
 
Economic and trade diplomacy is a diverse practice and an evolving subject which 
generally involves three kinds of negotiations — trade, investment and development 
cooperation. 
 
The meaning, forms and ways of economic diplomacy vary from nation to nation, 
depending on their levels of economic development. At the same time, each country is 
redefining its economic value proposition in the rapidly changing dynamics of economic 
gravity towards a multipolar setting that tilts towards Asia. 
 
Similarly Pakistan Foreign Office needs to review incentive structures to send its best 
envoys to countries with a promise to engage on economic terms. Major investment will 
be required to groom the skills of diplomats specialising in economic diplomacy. At the 
institutional level, there are too many cooks dealing with investors. Several countries 
have merged the functions of trade ministries with foreign missions where ambassadors 
have been given clear targets regarding the delivery of commercial deals. 
 
It is the time when Pakistan resets its trade policy and enters into bilateral agreements 
rather than seeking unilateral concessions, which give it no leverage. Such unilateral 
concessions, as the EU has currently extended to Pakistan, make us a client state 
dependent on largesse of the partner. This kind of trading arrangement gives the other 
partner all the leverage and none whatsoever to us. 
 
Pakistan also needs to reset its diplomacy and look at issues through economic rather 
than security prism. We should find allies who would stand by us. Hopefully, the 
Economic Outreach Apex Committee would be able to move the country in that direction 
and FPCCI 2021 team must also jumps in it on behalf of the private sector. 


