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 Syed Irfan Raza 
 
 
Pakistan TI says CPI shows no rise, fall in corruption 
ISLAMABAD: Transparency International (TI) Pakistan on Sunday explained that the 
lowering of Pakistan’s rating on the recently issued Corruption Perceptions Index-2019 
did not “reflect an increase or decrease in corruption as it is within the standard margin 
of error”. 
 
In a statement issued after the federal government had rejected the latest report of 
Transparency International, Berlin, Pakistan TI chairman Sohail Muzaffar said the anti-
graft watchdog wanted to set the record straight regarding “misreporting on CPI 
[Corruption Perceptions Index] 2019 in the media”. 
 
It said certain sections of the media misreported ratings of the Bertelsmann Stiftung 
Transformation Index 2020, using data from the 2018 index instead. The data for the 
2020 Bertelsmann Index, according to the statement, has not yet been made public and 
was exclusively made available to TI for the formation of its report. 
 
Berlin TI had last week released a global CPI-2019 report, ranking Pakistan at 120 out 
of 180 countries, indicating that the country had slipped three spots from the previous 
year’s ranking of Corruption Perceptions Index. 
 
PTI can pressure TI, but can’t hide corruption in Peshawar bus project, billion-tree 

tsunami, wheat and sugar crises, says PML-N 
 
However, the anti-graft watchdog’s Pakistan chapter clarified that the corruption 
perceptions index was prepared by Germany TI and that Pakistan TI had no role in the 
creation of the CPI. 
 
Pakistan TI further clarified that it had in no way termed Musharraf government the 
most corrupt in the country. It said it neither referred to the current government as the 
second most corrupt one, nor called the PML-N and PPP governments the cleanest ones. 
 
According to the Pakistan TI statement, the reality is that CPI 2019 has not given any 
such rating for Pakistan, nor for any other country. It said: “TI does not have its own 
data input in CPI, and TI Pakistan has no role in the creation of the CPI, nor does it have 
any data input in it. 
 
“The CPI aggregates data from 13 different sources of 12 different institutions that 
provide perception of corruption by business people and country experts of the level of 
corruption in public sector. Each of the scores of the 13 sources included in the CPI is 
standardised by TI and data is entered in a software program to calculate for the 
aggregation into the CPI score. 
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“The standardisation converts all the data points to a scale of 0 to 100 where a zero 
represents the highest level of perceived corruption, and 100 the lowest level of 
perceived corruption, CPI 2019 for Pakistan has used data of eight sources,” added the 
TI Pakistan statement. 
 
When contacted, Pakistan TI’s ex-chairman Adil Gilani said no input of the local chapter 
was taken in the CPI-2019 report as it was compiled by the TI headquarters in Berlin on 
the basis of 13 different sources including the World Economic Forum (WEF). Prime 
Minister Imran Khan was attending a summit when the TI’s CPI-2019 was released, 
showing increase in corruption in Pakistan last year. 
 
While being in opposition, PM Khan had quoted TI reports to highlight massive 
corruption in the country in the past, this time the Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf-led 
government termed the report of the international anti-graft watchdog “biased” and 
“planted” and raised objections on TI’s credibility. 
 
Special Assistant to the Prime Minister Dr Firdous Ashiq Awan told a presser on Friday 
the report was prepared on the behest of what she termed corruption kings in Pakistan. 
 
PML-N reaction 
 
Later, Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) Information Secretary Marriyum 
Aurangzeb said the TI had blown the lid off PTI government’s corruption and no amount 
of circumventing could deny this reality. The barrage of lies thrown at people through 
“rented” spokespersons could not alter the truth, she added. 
 
“PTI can pressure Pakistan TI, but how it will hide the gaping black holes of corruption 
like Peshawar metro project, billion-tree tsunami, medicine scandal, electricity and gas 
tariff hikes and the crises of wheat and sugar. These are all undeniable reinforcements 
of the Transparency International report,” she added. 
 
Ms Aurangzeb said: “If Imran is really serious about taking practical and productive 
steps to solve national crisis, he should resign and get rid of the corrupt, hoarding 
profiteers in his cabinet. The people can get any semblance of relief only through 
elimination of this disease of a government and its head. Pakistan cannot bear the load 
of Imran’s corruption, incompetence and lies anymore.” 


