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                     5th June, 2020 
 RECORDER REPORT 
 
 
SEPA releases data on the eve of World Environment Day, Air quality 
of Karachi improves by 39pc during lockdown 
KARACHI: The air quality and noise levels of Karachi were improved up to 40 percent 
during the lockdown as compared with the same parameters of data taken before the 
lockdown. 
 
This was disclosed in a Dialogue with Environmental Experts which was held here in 
EPA Complex on Thursday while fully abiding by the SoPs of COVID-19, under the 
chairmanship of Secretary Environment, Climate Change, and Coastal Development 
Department, Government of Sindh, Khan Muhammad Mahar, and co-chaired by 
Director-General of Sindh Environmental Protection Agency Naeem Ahmed Mughal. 
 
In his opening remarks Secretary Environment Khan Muhammad Mahar said this is an 
eye-opener for all of us that how a few weeks’ lockdown has improved our environment 
drastically. But, he said, this should not be taken as the key solution because our 
objective is not to hit the commercial activities for the improvement of our 
environment. 
 
“The viable approach is to take both economic activities and environmental safety with 
the same focus to ensure sustainable development in the province. However, the said 
data can be used to plan for the future in a more practicable way to control the menace 
of all types of pollution,” he added. 
 
He invited the experts to give their detailed suggestions in black and while to help SEPA 
develop a comprehensive plan for the effective enforcement of environmental laws to 
ensure the higher level of compliance by the industries and transport sector more 
particularly. 
 
According to data collected in April 2020 during the lockdown from different locations 
of six districts of Karachi the average particulate matter 2.5 (PM 2.5) -– the most lethal 
and stubborn air pollutant — was improved by 39 percent as compared to the same 
data taken from 76 locations of the city in February 2020 before the lockdown. 
Likewise, the noise level of the city was also improvement by 19 percent during the 
lockdown. 
 
The district-wise details of the data revealed that air quality of districts Central, East, 
South, West, Malir and Korangi was improved by 8, 61, 40, 37, 25 and 54 percent 
respectively while an improvement in the noise level of Central 42, East 20, South 15, 
West 17, Malir 2 and Korangi 26 percent occurred during the lockdown as compared to 
the period before the lockdown. 
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It is satisfactory to note that during lockdown both noise level and air quality touched 
far below the permissible limits of Sindh Environmental Quality Standards and it is 
quite good for the environment and human health. 
 
The data was collected with the assistance of seven certified environmental laboratories 
including Centre of Risk and Health Safety Lab, Global Environmental Laboratory, 
Quality Testing Services, SGS Laboratories, Peraac and Development Research, 
Sustainable Environmental Services and Aims Tech Lab Pvt Limited. 
 
The environmental experts who attended the Dialogue were of the view that such 
exercise should be done on sustainable basis to take appropriate action for the 
improvement of environmental conditions on a regular basis. They also said that the 
referred data should be forwarded to various line departments like industries, 
transport, local bodies and SITE Limited so that they may also take appropriate 
measures to bring about positive changes to the natural environment. 
 
Giving the vote of thanks, DG SEPA said that same exercise will be extended to all 
districts of Sindh and the referred data will be used to raise awareness and arouse 
collective action to ward off further environmental degradation in the province. 
 
He said initially air and noise samples from each divisional headquarters of the province 
will be collected and then this activity will be extended to the district level. 
 
Those who attended the Dialogue were environmental consultants Shahid Lutfi, Dr 
Salimuzzan, Jahangir Asad and Dr. Zafar Fatimi of AKUH and Prof Dr Shabbar Ali, Dean, 
Faculty of Civil Engineering, NED University, besides Additional DG SEPA Waqar 
Hussain Phulpoto, Directors Ashique Ali Langah and Irfan Abbasi, Deputy Directors 
Sunila Wassey, Abdullah Magsi and Waris Gabol. 
 
The World Environment Day (WED), which is celebrated worldwide on 5th June every 
year, is the United Nations’ principal vehicle for encouraging worldwide awareness and 
action for the environment. Over the years it has grown to be a broad, global platform 
for public outreach that is widely celebrated by stakeholders in over 100 countries. It 
also serves as the “people’s day” for doing something positive for the environment, 
galvanizing individual actions into a collective power that generates an exponential 
positive impact on the planet. 
 
So, WED is an opportunity for everyone to realize the responsibility to care for the Earth 
and to become agents of change. 


