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                 18th May, 2020 
 Dawn Report 
 
 
Public transport operators in Sindh vow to defy lockdown if not 
relaxed by Tuesday 
HYDERABAD: Owners of public transport vehicles along with other stakeholders of the 
business, employees and operators of associated livelihoods demanded permission to 
resume their businesses within two days, warning that otherwise they would defy the 
government-imposed lockdown that had grounded their fleets. 
 
Office-bearers of the Sindh Public Transport Owners Association and other prominent 
figures of several Hyderabad-based organisations held a meeting here on Sunday to 
discuss the situation arising out of the ban on public transport operation as part of the 
nationwide lockdown, aimed at controlling spread of Covid-19 pandemic. 
 
The meeting noted that prolonged suspension of public transport operation had 
rendered all stakeholders without any earning and most of them and their families were 
now facing starvation. 
 
The meeting expressed its concern over Sindh government’s indifferent attitude 
towards the plight of several thousand people associated with the business and 
resolved that if the ban was not lifted within the next two days, the association 
members would bring their vehicles to roads from Wednesday in defiance of the ban. “If 
police tried to take action against drivers, crew members and others engaged in running 
the vehicles, transport operators along with affected passengers would hold protest 
demonstrations and sit-ins on roads,” it warned. 
 
Participants in the meeting and other lockdown-hit transport operators also held a 
demonstration near the meeting venue at Badin stop and raised slogans in favour of 
their demand. 
 
Speaking to the media personnel during the protest, president of the association Haji 
Amjad Ali Qaimkhani and head of the Sindh van operators’ organisation Manzoor Ali 
Brohi said that the meeting took the decision after holding consultation with various 
other organisations of public transport operaors.They said all intercity buses and vans 
would resume their normal operation across Sindh from Wednesday. They urged the 
Sindh government and chairman of the ruling Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) Bilawal 
Bhutto-Zardari to let them resume their businesses from Monday considering that they 
and their families were facing starvation due to the lockdown. 
 
They pointed out that the entire country was facing the pandemic-related restrictions 
and observing precautions as well as the standard operating procedures (SOPs) but 
now when the public transport in Punjab and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa was allowed to 
operate, it was unfair to maintain the ban in Sindh. They said no such ban had been 
imposed in Balochistan. 
 



Page 2 of 2 
 

The said owners of public transport vehicles had been suffering heavy financial losses 
since March 16, when the lockdown was enforced. Several thousand workers associated 
with the public transport sector in the province had also lost their livelihood, they said, 
adding that the Sindh government must realise their woes and take right decisions for 
their survival. 
 
“It’s now impossible for us to stay home anymore,” participants in the demonstration 
said. 
 
Their leaders said that around 20,000 buses, vans and coaches had remained grounded 
for two months and developing operational faults. “Getting them repaired and making 
them perfectly functional also required a big amount of money, they said. 
 
In reply to a question, they said around 500,000 people were directly associated with 
the public transport sector in Sindh. 


