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                22nd October, 2020 
  RECORDER REPORT 
 
 

Moeed Yusuf addresses FPCCI meeting, Pakistan’s comparative 
advantage in priority countries being identified 
KARACHI: Dr. Moeed Yusuf, special assistant to the prime minister on national security 
and focal person for the economic outreach programme, has said that Prime Minister 
Imran Khan has given this task to him to develop Pakistan’s narrative. 
 
The National Security Division has created an economic outreach roadmap for economic 
diplomacy, which will now be processed through the ministries and the assessment of 
economic potential of ministries. 
 
Speaking at a meeting of the Federation of Pakistan Chambers of Commerce and 
Industry (FPCCI) here on Wednesday, he further said that a mapping exercise of 
ministries and government organizations had been initiated by this division. 
 
This mapping exercise would identify Pakistan’s comparative advantage in priority 
countries. 
 
He presented the model that would develop Pakistan’s narrative. 
 
Dr. Moeed Yusuf told the meeting that the economic outreach programme would engage 
vast representation of stakeholders while National Security would serve as focal point. 
 
He further said that to expand Pakistan’s trade in goods and in services his team had 
identified various areas of improvement. 
 
Mian Anjum Nisar, president of the FPCCI, said that Pakistan’s narrative should be 
supported by all segments to build the image of the country as a moderate and 
investment-friendly destination. 
 
The FPCCI president discussed various avenues of economic prosperity and also 
highlighted some issues confronted by trade and industry of Pakistan. 
 
For the economic outreach programme he offered full cooperation of FPCCI and said 
that being the apex national institute of the private sector in Pakistan, the FPCCI had its 
vast outreach at national and international levels and was strongly connected with all 
leading economic and trade blocs. 
 
FPCCI’s advisory and thematic committees could be instrumental in achieving the vision 
of the prime minister for economic outreach. 
 
Mian Anjum Nisar, while presenting suggestions for the economic outreach programme, 
also highlighted some issues that had been affecting industrial growth and economic 
development in the country. 
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He said that our competitors, due to a level-playing field, had attracted huge 
investments and penetrated the world’s leading export markets. 
 
The industrialists here, however, had been embroiled in basic hurdles such as expensive 
and erratic energy supply, tariffs and duties on basic raw materials for export-oriented 
industry, insufficient production of the agricultural produce that was used as an input 
material of industry such as cotton etc., and inadequate infrastructure to support cross-
border trade, particularly availability at ports, he said. 
 
He said, “We have seen different industrial policies by different regimes, but now such 
an industrial policy should be formulated that assures protection to the existing 
industries.” 
 
He called for thermal efficiency of electricity plants that should not consume more fuel 
for producing electricity. 
 
He also demanded a charter of economy and national image-building policies. 


