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Zardari extends a helping hand to government to tackle economic crisis 
Former President and Co-Chairman Pakistan Peoples Party, Asif Ali Zardari (PPP) Wednesday 
extended helping hand to the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)-led government to steer the country 
out of economic crisis, saying the government and opposition should formulate a long-term 
policy with consensus. Speaking on the floor of the National Assembly after over 20 years, the 
former president said that Pakistan is faced with a myriad of challenges and all political parties 
including the government should join hands to deal with them. 
 
"There is need to formulate a policy for the next 20 to 25 years to deal with the economic 
issues," he said, "Pakistan won't be strengthened through a short-term transition." 
 
Zardari said that the opposition and treasury benches should sit together to devise a strategy to 
increase the country's exports and tackle other challenges. He said that problems like 
insurgencies in Balochistan and the tribal districts can also be overcome through a robust 
economy. 
 
"We are ready to support you (the government), provided that you stand by the genuine issues," 
he said, while recounting ordeals of his 12 years imprisonment. "Let's forget about it and move 
forward." 
 
He added that in the way that his party had been ready to work with Nawaz Sharif's government, 
they are also ready to support this government. 
 
He said that that his party had accepted the government of Nawaz Sharif begrudgingly and now 
begrudgingly has also accepted the PTI government. 
 
Zardari added that questions about fairness of elections also arise in the United States and the 
United Kingdom, but the solution lies in democracy alone. 
 
The former president also claimed having conceived the concept of China-Pakistan Economic 
Corridor (CPEC), adding that China has a shortest route for its food import through Balochistan. 
 
He lauded the efforts to build dams in the country, urging the government to also devise a 
strategy for water conservation. 
 
Minister for Federal Education and Professional Training Shafqat Mahmood welcomed the PPP 
co-chairman's gesture of helping the government in resolving issues like economy. 
 
"We welcome Asif Zardari's statement," he said, adding: "This is the spirit that can lead Pakistan 
to progress." 



 
The minister also emphasised the need for formulating a long-term strategy to bring stability in 
the country, adding that his government is willing to sit with the opposition to discuss the issues 
of national importance. 
 
He, however, said that there is also need to formulate a joint strategy against those who have 
looted national exchequer and harmed the country in any way. "We should pass a joint resolution 
to resolve that nobody who has looted the country would be spared," he added. 
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