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          12th November, 2018 

 
Gas shedding to start in Sindh from Dec 1 for 3 months 
ISLAMABAD: The federal government is set to start gas shedding for power, fertilizer, industry and CNG 
on the SSGCL system for three months, starting from December 1, 2018 for the first time in history owing 
to shortfall of 300MMCFD system gas. 
 
The captive power units of general industry requiring gas load of 126 MMCFD will face complete closure 
during winter months. However, export–oriented zero rated sectors will be exempted from gas shedding. 
 
Official sources told Business Recorder, Petroleum Division has submitted a proposal in this regard to the 
Economic Coordination Committee (ECC) of the Cabinet to be considered on Monday (today). Finance 
Minister, Asad Umar will preside over the meeting. 
 
According to SSGCL, depletion of indigenous gas resources and consistent increase in demand has created 
imbalance in the gas supply and demand position on the system. M/s SSGCL has reported that owing to 
anticipated increase in indigenous gas demand in the domestic sector during the winter months, the gas 
utility company will be facing a shortfall of 300MMCFD gas from December, 2018 to February 2019, i.e, 
average demand of 1,500MMCFD against available gas of 1,210 MMCFD. 
 
The company maintains that due to anticipated shortfall, it has constrained to carry out gas load management 
in Sindh in the gas consuming sectors with no impact on domestic sector while impacting the power, 
fertilizer, industry and CNG sectors. The captive power units of general industry requiring gas load of 
126MMCFD will face complete closure during winter months. 
 
The sources said, SSGCL has reported that there are two categories of zero-rated industry connected to its 
gas supply system i.e. textile and leather. The average gas requirement of captive power units of both textile 
and leather is 79MMCFD. The cumulative gas requirement for captive power units and processing units of 
both textile and leather is 133MMCFD. 
 
The SSGCL has confirmed that zero-rated industry (process + captive power) will continue to operate on 
system gas during winter months as per recently approved gas supply priority for this sector. 
 
In zero-rated industry, sources said, four captive power plants in leather sector are on SSGCL system whose 
average daily consumption of gas is 0.17MMCFD for one month would 0.51MMCFD. The total number of 
captive power plants in textile sector is 224 MMCFD which consumes 79MMCFD gas per day which 
implies they would require 2,379 MMCFD for one month. These two sectors which have 228 captive power 
plants would require 2,384 MMCFD gas per month. 
 
According to sources 33 units are related to leather processing which requires 1 MMCFD gas daily, i.e, 
27MMFCD monthly whereas 400 units are related to textile processing which consume 53 MMCFD gas per 
day, totaling 1,578 MMCFD. 
 
The details of general industry other than zero-rated mostly food processing industry is as follows: captive 
power 133 industries, daily consumption 30MMCFD-monthly consumption 904MMCFD. The number of 
processing units is 38 whose daily average consumption is 1 MMCFD of which, i.e, monthly consumption 
40MMCFD. In addition, there were 434 captive power plants sans zero rating which consume 96MMCFD 
gas per day, totalling it to 3,876MMCFD per month. 
 
According to the clause 1 of Gas Supply Agreement (GSA), gas supply will be provided by the company on 
“as and when available” basis only during the period March to November each year. The consumer will 
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make dual firing arrangements to avoid loss of production as and when gas is not available during March to 
November and also during December to February.—MUSHTAQ GHUMMAN 


