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          28th November, 2018 

 
 
Three months of winter: Gas relief approved by ECC 
The Econ-omic Coordination Committee (ECC) of the Cabinet has decided that there would be no gas load-
shedding in the three months of winter and allowed Sui Northern Gas Pipelines Limited (SNGPL) to utilise 
re-gasified liquefied natural gas (RLNG) in the system for consumption by domestic and commercial 
consumers on cost neutral basis. A meeting of the ECC presided over by Finance Minister Asad Umar 
considered proposals of Petroleum, Power and Finance Divisions and three options were submitted for 
consideration with regard to gas load management for three months of winter. The gas load management 
plan for winter may increase the gas prices for domestic consumers with injection of RLNG into the system. 
 
The meeting approved the proposal that SNGPL may be allowed to inject the RLNG volumes for 
consumption by domestic and commercial consumers provided that OGRA allows volumetric adjustment 
and financial impact on cost neutral basis in line with the ECC''s decision dated May 11, 2018. The secretary 
Petroleum Division gave a presentation to the ECC on winter gas load management Plan. The ECC decided 
that there will be no gas load shedding this winter. The gas utilities will be allowed volumetric adjustment 
and financial impact on cost neutral basis in accordance with the ECC''s decision of May 11 2018. 
 
The meeting was suggested three options with a request to approve one of them: (i) SNGPL may be 
provided direct subsidy against injection of RLNG volumes for use by domestic and commercial consumers 
based on actual RLNG consumption from December 2018 to Feb 2019; (ii) SNGPL may be allowed to 
inject the RLNG volumes for consumption by domestic and commercial consumers provided that OGRA 
allows volumetric adjustment and financial impact on cost neutral basis in line with the ECC''s decision 
dated May 11, 2018 and; (iii) in the absence of injection of RLNG or subsidy, the SNGPL will manage the 
load of domestic and commercial consumers through varied level of pressure management during off-peak 
hours. 
 
The ECC also decided that the recent increase in gas prices will not be applicable for Roti Tandoors and 
they will continue to pay their gas bills on the previously applicable rates. The decision has been taken in 
view of the concerns that the increase in gas prices was leading to increase in the prices of Tandoori Roti 
and naan. 
 
The ECC also approved government guarantee to National Power Parks Management Company (Pvt) Ltd 
(NPPMCL) to raise a loan of Rs 38 billion from financial institutions to meet remaining cost of its two 
power plants. 
 
ZAHEER ABBASI 


