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Ease of doing business: World Bank accepts three out of 12 reforms   
Out of close to a dozen reforms claimed by Pakistan to earn a better ranking in the World Bank''s Ease of 
Doing Business (EODB) Index, only 3 reforms were accepted by the World Bank while the rest of the 
claimed reforms were rejected due to lack of evidence to substantiate improvement claims, well informed 
sources told Business Recorder. 
 
Keeping in view the country''s dismal performance in the recently published Doing Business Report 2019 by 
the World Bank, wherein Pakistan only managed to progress 11 notches up, a Fact Finding Mission of the 
World Bank, coordinated by the Board of Investment, is in Pakistan to develop short to long term reform 
recommendations for improving the regulatory environment for business. 
 
The World Bank''s Mission will stay in Pakistan till 7 Dec to meet all agencies engaged in Doing Business 
Initiative including Securities and Exchange Commission of Pakistan, Employees Old-Age Benefit 
Institution, Federal Board of Revenue, National Electric Power Regulatory Authority, Planning & 
Development Department Punjab, Lahore Development Authority, Punjab Land Authority, Punjab 
Information Technology Board, Industries Department Punjab, Labour Department Punjab, Punjab 
Employees Social Security Institution, Lahore High Court, Lahore Electric Supply Company, Lahore 
Chamber of Commerce and Industries, Planning & Development Department Sindh, Sindh Employees 
Social Security Institution, Labor Department Sindh, Excise and taxation Department Sindh, Industries 
Department Sindh, Sindh Revenue Board, Sindh Building Control Authority, Environment Department, 
Water Board, K-Electric, State Bank of Pakistan, Sindh Board of Revenue, Sindh High Court, private sector 
representatives and other government officials. 
 
 
The main topics which are being discussed in the meetings are: (i) starting a business; (ii) protecting 
minority investors and resolving insolvency; (iii) paying taxes; (iv) trading across borders; (v) getting 
electricity; (vi) property registration; (vii) enforcement of contracts; (viii) overall reforms; (ix) construction 
permits; (x) getting credit; and (xi) registering property. 
 
The PTI-led government has launched the Ease of Doing Business Strategy 2018-21 with a special focus on 
areas where Pakistan''s performance remained poorest such as paying taxes where Pakistan was placed at 
173rd position, getting electricity with 167th ranking, registering property with 161st ranking, 156th ranking 
in enforcing contracts and 142nd in trading across borders. 
 
The strategy proposes 38 reforms, out of which 24 are short-term and 14 medium to long term. As per 
historical data, 4 reforms by Pakistan were accepted in Doing Business Report 2018, while 3 were accepted 
in 2017 and just one in 2016. 
 
According to an industry source, "the fact that Pakistan''s ranking in the doing business index has gone down 
from 74th position in 2007 to 136 this year raises serious questions on the effectiveness and functionality of 
Board of Investment which was formed with the sole responsibility to enhance Pakistan''s international 
competitiveness and attract investment. Foreign direct investment, on the other hand, has also fallen 
drastically by 46% in the first four months of the current fiscal year." 
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