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Cost of 5 percent power theft being paid by honest consumers 
National Electric Power Regulatory Authority (Nepra) Chairman Brigadier Tariq Saddozai 
(Retd) Tuesday informed the Senate Standing Committee on Cabinet that price of 5 percent 
electricity theft is being paid by those consumers who are already paying electricity bills 
regularly. 
The committee met here with Senator Muhammad Talha Mahmood in the chair at the Parliament 
House wherein it discussed the performance of Nepra and Discos as well as electricity theft in 
the country. 
While briefing the committee, the Nepra chairman said, "There is a total of 18 percent loss out of 
which 13 percent is technical one (line losses) and 5 percent is electricity theft in the country. 
Neither the previous government nor the current government has been recovering 5 percent 
electricity loss as they wished to put the burden on those consumers who are already paying bills. 
A total of one million consumers are defaulters of Rs 400 billion but their meters are functional 
while Rs 96 billion amount is due against those consumers whose meters had been 
disconnected." 
Tariq Saddozai said that his organisation indicated many times and wrote to the Ministry of 
Energy for taking action against the people who were deflators and stealing electricity. 
Minister of State for Parliamentary Affairs and Minister In-Charge of Cabinet Division, Ali 
Muhammad told the committee that the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) government is adopting 
two ways to overcome electricity theft. He said that firstly the government would start 
crackdown against the people who are stealing electricity and secondly it will convince and 
inculcate awareness among the people with the help of parliamentarians and religious scholars 
for paying bills. 
He said that the government wants to constitute committees at the local level by involving the 
MNAs regarding their constituencies to abolish kunda system (illegal hook system) in the 
country. 
The Nepra chairman said that there is sufficient generation of electricity but there is no capacity 
in transmission system. He said that transmission lines have no capacity to supply full demand at 
peak hours. He said that the previous government focused on the generation of power but didn''t 
enhance the capacity of transmission lines. He said that the NEPRA asked the government 
several times to pay attention to enhance capacity building of the transmission system. 
He said that the government allowed the private companies and industries to generate electricity 
at commercial and domestic level. He said that Bahria Town, DHA and some other companies 
are generating electricity privately. He said that some high-rise buildings and domestic 
consumers are generating electricity privately through the solar system. However, he said that 
the government has approached the court against the private power generation. Ali Muhammad 
added, "We would find reasons why the government approached the court against the private 
generation of electricity." 
The minister told the committee that there is capacity of generating 30000 MW electricity but the 
transmission lines can carry only 20000 MW of electricity, adding that there is a gap of 10000 
MW of electricity. He said that there are Rs 22 billion in terms of technical losses which are 
included in circular debt. 



Senator Talha said if the government does not pay attention to transmission along with 
generation then industries would be destroyed. 
About the amount saved during the last five years due to decreased oil prices in international 
market, Tariq Saddozai said that a total of Rs 340 billion were saved out of which Rs 220 billion 
were passed on to the consumers in the terms of fuel adjustment and Rs 120 billion were retained 
by the government as it was paying subsidy of those consumers whose use less than 300 units. 
He said that there are 27 million consumers of electricity out of which 85 percent are domestic 
consumers, 11 percent are commercial, 1.2 percent are industrial consumers and 1.8 percent are 
agriculture consumers. However, he said that 25 percent electricity is used at commercial level. 
The Nepra chairman said that the federal government also approved Rs 80 billion for Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa and Rs 70 billion for Punjab in terms of net hydel profit. He said that in this 
regard, Rs 18 billion were paid to Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and Rs 9 billion to Punjab. 
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