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PM pins hopes on huge Chinese investment in Pakistan  
ISLAMABAD: After receiving a $6 billion bailout package from Saudi Arabia, Prime Minister 
Imran Khan is now eyeing Chinese investment in different sectors of Pakistan, especially in his 
ambitious plan of constructing five million housing units in the country. 
The prime minister hoped that he would attract Chinese investment in Naya Pakistan Programme 
during his forthcoming visit to China.  
“We have planned to provide five million affordable houses on easy instalments for which we 
will bring investment from China,” he said while speaking at a ceremony of the “Deli-JW Glass 
Manufacturing Complex,” a joint venture of Chinese and Pakistani firms Haier and Afridi 
Brothers.  
“We have a big target to provide affordable housing to the common man who has no money to 
construct his own house, but he can do it through instalments,” he added. 
Imran says CPEC will pave way for joint ventures between companies of the two countries 
According to the Foreign Office, PM Khan will visit China next week (Nov 2-5) where he is 
expected to meet President Xi Jinping and obtain fresh loans to stabilise the country’s struggling 
economy. Mr Khan will also meet his Chinese counterpart Li Keqiang.  
The prime minister will be accompanied by Foreign Minister Shah Mehmood Qureshi. They are 
likely to sign several agreements in different fields.  
PM Khan congratulated Haier and Afridi Brothers for launching the project and called it a “big 
joint venture”. “We welcome this investment for glass manufacturing in Faisalabad and 
Risalpur,” he added.  
Terming the project an encouraging sign, he said it was the first joint venture launched in the 
private sector since the Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf came into power.  
“We will tell the Chinese leadership that Pakistan wants similar partnerships in the private sector 
in the Special Economic Zones (SEZs) being established under the China-Pakistan Economic 
Corridor (CPEC),” he said.  
PM Khan said he was hopeful that China would invest in these SEZs and transfer technology to 
Pakistani entrepreneurs.  
He said a large number of young people in the country were unemployed. The government was 
making efforts to create jobs for them and bring prosperity in the country, he said, adding that 
different measures were being taken for attracting investment in the country.  
The government’s policy was simple, he said, adding it wanted to remove all hurdles coming in 
the way of investment. The government wants to make easy the doing of business in the country. 
More investment would create more jobs and alleviate poverty from the country, he said.  
PM Khan hoped that the CPEC would pave the way for further enhancement in trade between 
Pakistan and China. “I hope the CPEC will become a base from which we will build our future 
relationship,” he added.  
He said some people belonging to the business community would accompany him during his 
visit to China who would look for opportunities of joint ventures with their Chinese counterparts 
and investment in Pakistan.  



Speaking on the occasion, Chinese Ambassador to Pakistan Yao Jing said the Chinese leadership 
encouraged such joint ventures and import from Pakistan. “We want more state-of-the-art 
factories to be set up in Pakistan,” he said.  
He said another Chinese firm, Hang Ruba, wanted to invest in Pakistan, adding its investment 
would create jobs in Pakistan. He said the SEZs would pave the way for new joint ventures 
between companies of the two countries.  
The envoy said the Chinese leadership had confidence in the leadership of Mr Khan and his 
government. “We have confidence that under your leadership Pakistan will have a brighter and 
promising tomorrow,” he added.  
National Water Council  
Chairing the first meeting of the National Water Council (NWC) later, PM Khan emphasised the 
need for an integrated approach for conservation, storage, management and efficient utilisation 
of the available water resources.  
Pointing out that no significant attention was paid to water-related issues in the past, he 
underscored the need for chalking out a comprehensive road-map in consultation with provinces 
and other stakeholders for the implementing the National Water Policy.  
He observed that the NWC would serve as an effective platform to discuss and develop 
consensus among the stakeholders on all issues pertaining to water resource management.  
Secretary of Water Resources Shamail Ahmad Khawaja briefed the meeting on the contours of 
the National Water Policy and the strategic priorities set in the policy. He apprised the meeting 
about the existing water availability and the planned future investments, especially towards 
enhancement of storage capacity.  
The Wapda chairman briefed the meeting on progress on various projects of water storage and 
power generation.  
Mr Khawaja also presented various proposals regarding implementation of the National Water 
Policy.  
The prime minister directed that the proposals be analysed by the Steering Committee under the 
Minister for Water Resources. The committee would submit its recommendations in two weeks. 
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