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PM urged to include FPCCI nominees in CBL 
 
N H Zuberi  
 
KARACHI: Business community has urged Prime Minister Imran Khan to revisit the 
composition of Council of Business Leaders as FPCCI has been ignored, completely.  
 
Expressing serious concern over composition of recently-constituted council, they criticized 
government for ignoring FPCCI (Federation of Pakistan Chambers of Commerce and Industry), 
the apex trade body of the country.  
 
Senior Vice President of FPCCI, Syed Mazhar Ali Nasir, has urged the Prime Minister Imran 
Khan to include one-third members who represent the economy on a wider span on the 
recommendation of FPCCI.  
 
In a letter to Prime Minister, he said, FPCCI has not been given any representation in the council 
of business leaders and this will leave large vacuum between government and genuine 
stakeholders in understanding the true dynamics of economic conditions in Pakistan and their 
viable and sustainable solutions.  
 
“Ground realities will never reach the government quarters through a selected class of elite 
businessmen but (it is possible) only through the real stakeholders of each trade and industry 
who are facing them at operational level each day,” he stated.  
 
FPCCI official said formation of the council was a positive step and we they support the idea of 
involvement of entrepreneurs from all sectors in evolving the government’s economic policies.  
 
“However, we have some concerns in this regard as the Council of Business leaders lacks 
support of elected and genuine representatives of the business community,” he said.  
 
Mazhar Nasir said that trade and industry in the country had its established system of elected 
forums where genuine representatives from particular sectors and industry are chosen each year 
through a democratic process. Then each of these trade bodies through these elected 
representatives, form a unified forum at FPCCI which is the only apex elected forum of the trade 
and industry in the Country. He appreciated PM Khan’s efforts to put the economy on the right 
track and also understand the challenges faced by present government.  
 



President of Karachi Chamber of Commerce and Industry (KCCI), Junaid Makda, said that all 
members of this council are known faces who use to remain part of various councils constituted 
in the past during Musharraf’s, PPP’s and PML-N’s eras and now they have once again been 
provided the opportunity to play role in the current council.  
 
“Although PTI government talks aloud about change but surprisingly, no new faces have been 
introduced at the council that remains the same as it had been for last almost two decades in 
which the economy continued to plunge into further crisis instead of recovering,” he said, 
stressing the need to add actual stakeholders from the business and industrial community in the 
council as they are well aware of ground realities and in a much better position to give 
suggestions and highlight repercussions of numerous policies directly or indirectly affecting 
trade and industry.  
 
Spokesperson of Businessmen Panel, Ahmad Jawad, said it is unfortunate that FPCCI was 
ignored in the newly-established council of business leaders by the Ministry of Commerce. “Not 
even incumbent president of FPCCI by virtue of designation has been made part of the council,” 
he said.   
 
Government constituted a 22-member Council of Business Leaders on Thursday to get input 
from private sector to boost exports and create jobs. Prime Minister Imran Khan will be its 
chairman and it will have representation from leading sectors of the economy, according to the 
notification issued by the Ministry of Commerce. Maximum representation has been given to the 
textile sector. Some of the council members were also in a similar committee that the previous 
government had set up.  
 
He further said that sitting management of the FPCCI especially from the last four years have a 
clear tagging of PML-N and their leaders have a close association with the previous government 
and the former PM Nawaz Sharif that is why government may not put it into any controversy.  
 
The council members include: Muhammad Ali Tabba of Lucky Cement, Bashir Ali Muhammad 
of Gul Ahmed Textile Mills, Shahid Soorty of Soorty Enterprises Private Limited, Musadiq 
Zulqarnain of Interloop Holding Pvt Ltd, Seema Aziz of the famous Bareeze garments brand and 
Azam Farooque of Cherat Cement Company, Shahid Abdullah of Sapphire Textile Mills, 
Khawar Anwar Khawaja of GOC Pak Limited – a sports goods manufacturing company, Baber 
Badat of Transfreight Corporation, Naz Khan of X Petroleum Limited, Abrar Hassan of National 
Food Pvt Ltd and Saqib Sherazi of Atlas Honda Limited, Shahid Hussain of Services Sales Ltd, 
Usman Khalid Waheed of Ferozesons Laboratories, Samina Rizwan of Oracle Corporation, 
Almas Haider of Synthetic Products Enterprises, Afaq Tiwana of Agrimall Pvt Ltd, Asif Peer of 
Visionnet Systems and Systems Ltd, Zarak Khan of Peshawar Particleboard Industries and 
Abdul Rauf of Farooq Ghee and Oil Mills are also among the members.  


