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Business community for increasing SEZs under CPEC 
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Business community has demanded of the federal government and ministry of planning and reforms to 
increase special economic zones (SEZs) and hydel power generation projects along with schemes 
relating to trade and industries for Khyber Pakhtunkhwa under the CPEC. 
 
The China Pakistan Economic Corridor is a game changer, which will make Pakistan a hub of business 
and economic activities, said Zahidullah Shinwari, President of Sarhad Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry (SCCI) while speaking at CPEC conference held at the chamber house here. The SCCI chief 
said that the CPEC is a joint venture of Pakistan and China, which would not only bring economic 
prosperity and development in Pakistan 
 
but would also become catalyst for the regional development. He added the project will usher new era of 
industrial, agriculture and economic development as well as generate employment opportunities in the 
country. He said Pakistan will become major center of economic activities due to CPEC. 
 
President Federation of Pakistan Chambers of Commerce and Industry, Ghazanfar Bilour, SCCI Senior 
Vice President Mohammad Naeem Butt, Vice President Malik Niaz Awan, Pak-Afghan Joint Chamber 
Vice President Faiz Mohammad Faizi, CPEC Project Director Hassan Daud and CPEC centre of 
Excellence Islamabad Executive director Shahid Rashid and members of the chamber executive 
committee, industrialists and traders were present during the conference. 
 
Zahidullah Shinwari briefed the participants about main feature of the CPEC. He asked the business 
community to get ready for taking full benefits of the CPEC. He called for giving top priority to hydel power 
generation projects under the project to overcome with current energy crisis in the country. 
 
While addressing on the occasion, Hassan Daud agreed with stance of the SCCI chief, saying that there 
was need to give priority to hydel power generation projects, but he said the efficacy of coal projects is 
also very high. He informed that Hattar and Rashakai economic zone projects in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
were included in CPEC. But, he said the Chinese official and companies were giving priority to the 
Rashak economic zone. He said that trade with Afghanistan and Central Asian countries along with the 
rest of region will get impetus through western route of the CPEC. 
 
Shahid Rashid said on the occasion that CPEC has contributed 20.9 per cent in GDP during 2016-17, 
while it generated 22.6 per cent employment opportunities in the country. He added the industrialization 
grew up by 58 per cent due to the CPEC projects. 
 
The official said the marble city project is also included in Special Economic Zone under the CPEC, 
through which high-quality marble and granite will be exported to China for refinement. Under the initial 
phase, he added the direct investment will come in the region while it would also generate employment 
opportunities as well. In the second phase, he informed that Rashakai special economic zone will be 
established followed by Hattar SEZs under the CPEC. 
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