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LAHORE: Bangladesh leads both India and Pakistan in terms of tax receipts as well 
development spending, said tax experts.  
 
An interesting study on regional comparative national budget suggests that Bangladesh 
received 64.1 percent in the shape of tax receipts against 60.6 percent in India and 44.8 
percent in Pakistan.  
 
So far as the development spending is concerned, Bangladesh again leads in the region 
as it spends 54 percent on development projects, followed by 39 percent by India and 
19 percent by Pakistan.  
 
The tax experts have stressed the point that Pakistan badly needs spending on 
development side to expedite growth momentum and create much-needed jobs in the 
country. According to them, it would be a challenge for the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
government to divert more funds towards development side to fulfill its pledge with the 
people to create 10 million jobs during its tenure in the government. However, the 
would-be finance minister Asad Umar has been advocating to generate jobs by 
supporting the industrial sectors and an advisory board of leading businessmen is likely 
to be set up under the chairmanship of Imran Khan. This advisory board would keep 
suggesting the government on policy framework in the days to come.  
 
Meanwhile, the data suggests that Bangladesh spends only 6 percent on its defence 
against 12 percent in India and 21 percent in Pakistan.  
 
Similarly, under the head of interest, Bangladesh spends 10 percent against 24 percent 
in India and 31 percent in Pakistan. The study reveals that Bangladesh collects 27.7 
percent under the head of loan/borrowing/debts against 25.6 percent in India and 41.3 
percent in Pakistan. Interestingly, the other non-development spending is equal in 
Bangladesh and Pakistan which stands at 29 percent against 25 percent in India.  


