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          12th December, 2018 

 
Gas worth Rs 26 billion stolen from SSGC”s system, NA told 
Minister for Petroleum Ghulam Sarwar Khan disclosed on Tuesday that natural gas worth Rs 26 billion or at 
least 13 percent was stolen from the system of Sui Southern Gas Company (SSGC). Responding to a calling 
attention notice in the National Assembly, the minister said that the SSGC is executing two projects of 
replacing the old pipelines with new ones at a cost of Rs 2.28 billion. 
 
The minister admitted the issue of low gas pressure in some areas of Balochistan province, adding that 
laying of new pipelines and installations of new compressors will help address the issue of low gas pressure. 
 
He said the gas distribution companies have also been directed to check their losses and gas theft. He said he 
would seek cooperation from chief minister Balochistan to tackle the issue of gas theft, adding as the 
localities in Balochistan are separated by long distances, LPG mix would be provided. 
 
The minister said cases have been registered against employees involved in gas theft. Some other members 
also complained of low gas pressure and load shedding in Peshawar, Islamabad, Karachi and Hyderabad. 
 
Responding to the points raised by Pakistan Peoples Party''s lawmaker Nawab Yousuf Talpur and PML-N 
member Ajmal Khan regarding the problems faced by farmers, Minister for Information and Broadcasting 
Fawad Chaudhary said the government is giving priority to the uplift of agriculture sector. He said the sector 
is also being made part of multibillion dollars China-Pakistan Economic Corridor project. 
 
The minister informed the House that minister for planning and development is visiting China and a 
framework on agriculture would be signed soon with China under the CPEC. 
 
About ongoing protest of teachers of Basic Education Community Schools at D-Chowk in Islamabad, 
Minister of Education Shafqat Mahmood assured the House that their salaries will soon be paid after 
approval of over Rs 3 billion by the Executive Committee of the National Economic Council (ECNEC) for 
this purpose. 
 
He said all the institutes of non-formal education will be brought under one umbrella in order to address 
their budget related matters. He also accused the previous PML-N government of ignoring the issue of 
regularisation of the teachers. 
 
Minister of State for Interior Shehryar Afridi informed the House that a plan will be unveiled in March next 
to make National Counter Terrorism Authority more meaningful and vibrant. He said national security is the 
focus of the government. 
 
Minister of State for Parliamentary Affairs Ali Muhammad Khan said all the stakeholders including the 
political parties should sit together to formulate a charter of economy. He said this is the way forward to put 
the country on the path of sustainable development. Earlier, members of the opposition parties staged a 
token walkout from the House. 
 
Following a walkout of journalists from the Press Gallery, Information Minister Fawad Chaudhry informed 
the House that the federal government has released Rs 320 million to the media houses while the Prime 
Minister has also directed Punjab government to release Rs 180 million outstanding dues to the media. 
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He expressed the concerns over the downsizing in the media outlets. He assured that the government stands 
by the media workers and will protect their rights. He said the advertising related liabilities on the 
government are to the tune of Rs 1.3 billion. "We are in the process of releasing the amount in phases in 
order to provide relief to the journalists," he added. 
 
Some bills were also introduced in the House while the House rejected at least two bills with a majority 
vote. 
 
The bills introduced in the House included: The Constitution (Amendment) Bill, 2018 (Articles 25 B, 51, 63 
B, 92 and 106), The Pakistan Psychological Council Bill, 2018, The Election (Amendment) Bill, 2018, The 
Legal Practitioners and Bar Councils (Amendment) Bill, 2018 and The Constitution (Amendment) Bill, 
(Article 106). 
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