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          13th December, 2018 

 
 
Inquiry ordered against MDs of gas companies 
Prime Minister Imran Khan has directed an inquiry against the managing directors of two gas companies - 
Sui Southern Gas Company Limited and Sui Northern Gas Pipelines Ltd - for gas crisis because the 
government was kept in the dark about technical fault in gas compressor plants and provided with inaccurate 
estimates of gas demand for the month of December 2018. A meeting presided over by the Prime Minister 
on prevailing gas crisis in the country directed the Petroleum Division to complete the inquiry against the 
MDs of both the gas companies within 72 hours and submit report to the Prime Minister for further action 
against them. 
 
The Prime Minister also directed to devise a comprehensive plan in coordination with relevant stakeholders 
with regard to gas supply to the domestic and commercial consumers and avert such crisis in future. 
 
Minister for Petroleum Division Ghulam Sarwar Khan informed the Prime Minister that both the gas 
companies have been responsible for the prevailing gas crisis in the country as they did not inform the 
ministry about the fault in some gas compressor plants and provided inaccurate estimates about gas demand 
in the month of December. 
 
In December 2018, SSGCL was getting 1,200 mmcfd indigenous gas while it was receiving 1,280 mmcfd 
gas in December 2017. This shortfall of 80 mmcfd is due to the natural depletion of indigenous gas reserves. 
 
In addition to this, gas supplies from three fields namely Kunner, Pasaki and Gambat have been reduced by 
50 mmcfd from November 22, 2018, as a consequence of curtailment due to condensate storage problem at 
the fields and refineries. Hence the shortfall is 130 mmcfd as compared to last year. 
 
Additionally, about 100 mmcfd gas is also consumed by the domestic sector from December onwards, due 
to the onset of winter. The meeting was told that the consumers of Karachi are facing problem due to low 
gas production in the south while fault in gas compressor plants at Nawabshah and Saran led to gas shortage 
in the north of the country. 
 
The Prime Minister was informed about the measures taken to overcome the gas shortage in the country. 
The meeting was informed that 8 cargoes of RLNG will reach Pakistan in time and efforts have been 
increased for production of indigenous gas in the country. 
 
The Prime Minister was told that every possible care is being taken to ensure least impact of the gas 
shortage to domestic consumers. However, CNG and captive power plants of general industry would face 
shortage of gas. 
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