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          15th December, 2018 

 
Sindh should enjoy its right of first use of gas: PHMA 
Pakistan Hosiery Manufacturers and Exporters Association (PHMA) on Friday urged the federal 
government to ensure that Sindh enjoys its right of first use of natural gas for the producing province in 
accordance with the Constitution. PHMA central chairman Muhammad Jawed Bilwani pressed the federal 
government to ensure first right of use of indigenous gas to the province from where the gas is produced as 
per the Constitution and supply gas to the export-oriented industry on a priority basis to help improve the 
state of economy. 
 
"Uninterrupted supply of gas must be ensured without any gas holiday to the export industries throughout 
the year," he demanded. 
 
Bilwani said the gas supply suspension to the Karachi-based industry that makes 52 percent of the country's 
total exports, would result in a loss of foreign exchange and revenues. He said production of export 
industries halts and export sector has been compelled to work only six-days a week whereas industries 
worldwide function round the clock. 
 
"In other countries, governments give their priority to the industries when it comes to the gas supplies, 
whereas domestic and commercial sectors are provided with the LPG," he said, lamenting that in Pakistan, 
precious natural gas is being supplied to domestic and commercial sectors at the cost of industries, which 
badly requires indigenous gas. 
 
The PHMA chairman emphasised that the first priority should be given to the five zero rated export 
industries, then to general industries and then to the commercial and domestic consumers. He asked 
government to consider converting domestic and commercial gas users mainly to LPG. He suggested there 
should also be a bar on new gas connections to the household use and business consumers to provide a 
maximum supply to the industries that mainly produce goods for exports. "In winter, natural gas is also 
carelessly and irresponsibly used in geysers operated on gas," he said, asking the government to discourage 
use of gas powered geysers. 
 
Bilwani said that Pakistan first unearthed gas reservoirs in 1952 and began producing it in 1955. He said that 
until 1970, the government allocated has only for industrial use and electricity generations. However, in the 
1970s, the government changed its policy to begin gas supplies for household use in towns and villages. 
"From 1988 onwards, gas supply was irrationally prioritized to the domestic sector," he said, adding that 
natural gas supplies were further expanded to the villages in the fiscal year 2016-17 that widely hurt export 
sectors, leaving it struggling to compete with its key rival trade nations in the world markets. He asked how 
can exports be enhanced, GDP increased and trade deficit reduced when the export oriented sectors are 
being treated after the domestic and commercial sectors. He urged government to facilitate the export 
industries with natural gas supplies on a priority basis. 
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