
 

 
 PAKIS TA N  

Knitwear export grows by 15.71 percent 
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The country's knitwear apparel textile grew to $2.71 billion in 2017-18, up by 15.17 percent amid the 
liquidity crunch and a high cost of doing business, exporters said on Monday. 
 
Posting the highest export share, the knitwear textile export scaled up by $350 million during the last 
fiscal year from $2.36 billion in 2016-17, Pakistan Bureau of Statistics shows. "Both the export of knitted 
bed-sheets and fabric, the apparel textile sector fetches $3.50 billion alone, which is 25.86 percent of the 
textile exports group and 15 percent of the country's overall exports," Muhammad Jawed Bilwani, Chief 
Coordinator, Pakistan Hosiery Manufacturers & Exporters Association said. 
 
Bangladesh's knitwear share stands at $15.18 billion, which is 50 percent of their total textile exports of 
$30.61 billion. Knitwear sector provides millions of workers with jobs including poor females, who work on 
stitching machines like garment stitching unit. Pakistan's exports scaled up to $23.22 billion from $20.42 
billion with 13.71 percent growth and textile group exports have grown to $13.53 billion from $12.45 billion 
showing an increase of 8.67 percent in FY 2017-18. 
 
Textile exports are 58 percent of total nation's export. Pakistan's textile export share in global market is 
just 2.05 percent, he said and added, "Pakistan knitwear (hosiery) industry is playing a vital role in value 
addition of textile sector. There is a great potential of further development in this industry as there is 
substantial value addition in the form of knitwear apparel, sportswear, socks, gloves etc." 
 
This sector, he said, has an export potential, despite remaining under pressure from its competitors 
mainly Bangladesh, India and the Far Eastern nations. "Knitwear (hosiery) sector, being the largest 
foreign exchange earner as well the largest contributor in the textile and total export of the country, 
demands deserving attention of the government to diversify knitwear products to bring more innovations 
and incentives to boost its exports," he added. 
 
He hoped that the country's knitwear sector with its own augment will fetch $13 billion and textile group 
exports would expand to the size of $65 billion in the next few fiscal years to ensure a surplus trade for 
the national economy. 
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