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AAMIR SAEED  
 
ISLAMABAD: The Senate Tuesday passed ‘The Gas Infrastructure Development Cess 
(amendment) Bill 2018’ with a majority vote to collect Rs12 billion from CNG stations 
that is half of the cess payable to the government by them.  
 
State Minister for Finance Rana Afzal Khan presented the bill in the House while 
members of Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf and Muttahida Qaumi Movement-Pakistan 
opposed it and also staged a token walkout.  
 
The minister said the CNG stations through All Pakistan CNG Association have agreed 
with the government to pay approximately half of the cess payable pertaining to the 
period from January 2012 to May 2015 amounting to Rs12 billion.  
 
He said that hundreds of court cases pertaining to the matter are already pending with 
different courts but now the CNG sector has come up with a plausible solution of the 
matter.  
 
PTI Senator Azam Swati, however, said the CNG stations had collected Rs62 billion 
from consumers while they agreed to pay a meagre Rs12 billion to the government.  
 
He along with other members requested the chair either to defer the bill or send it back 
to a relevant standing committee for review as he alleged that some owners of CNG 
stations were lobbying the lawmakers to get the bill passed.  
 
The state minister for finance admitted that people linked to the CNG sector were 
lobbying for the passage of the bill because they think the government should give them 
an incentive before expiry of its term.  
 
He, however, expressed his ignorance about involvement of any corruption in the matter 
and suggested Deputy Chairman Senate Saleem Mandviwalla to send the matter to 
National Accountability of Bureau (NAB) for investigation if there is a matter of any 
corruption in it.  
 
When the bill was put to vote, 25 senators voted in its favor and 16 members opposed 
it.  
 
The House also passed a bill to prevent and combat trafficking in persons especially of 
women and children. Minister of State for Interior Talal Chaudhry presented the bill, 
saying that it is important to get this bill passed to fulfill some ‘international obligations.’  



 
Explaining importance of the bill to the members, PML-N Senator Mushahid Hussain 
Sayed said that effective prevention of human trafficking is one of the criteria under 
which the countries are being judged by the United Nations and some other 
organizations like the Financial Action Task Force (FATF).  
 
“Human trafficking is one of the markers on which countries are being judged by the 
international organizations and Pakistan wants to fulfill the requirement through this 
law,” he added.  
 
“Any person who commits an offence of trafficking in persons shall be punished with 
imprisonment which may extend to seven years or with fine which may extend to one 
million rupees or with both,” the bill read.  
 
“If the offence of trafficking is committed against a child or a woman, the person who 
commits the offence shall be punished with imprisonment which may extend to 10 years 
and which shall not be less than two years or with fine which may extend to one million 
rupees or with both,” it said.  
 
The House also passed a resolution unanimously to condemn Israeli forces for their 
atrocities against innocent and defenceless people of Palestine, resulting in death of 70 
children, women and men.  
 
“The Senate rejects the US decision to move American Embassy to Jerusalem, since it 
is a violation of international law and the United Nations Charter, which has sparked the 
popular uprising,” the resolution said.  
 
Responding to a calling attention notice regarding recent increase in thumb impressions 
verification fee by National Database and Registration Authority, Talal Chaudhry said 
the thumb impression verification fee has been increased from Rs10 to Rs25 per vote.  
 
The minister informed the House that votes of 40 constituencies were sent to NADRA 
for thumb verification and the authority’s expenditure on per vote verification is almost 
double the fee collected from the applicant.  
 
He said the NADRA is already spending a lot of money on election related things, so the 
fee for thumb verification cannot be reduced to the previous level.  
 
Mover of the calling attention notice, Senator Azam Khan Swati, however, said that he 
is not satisfied with the minister’s response and would continue pressing this issue of 
public importance.  
 
Swati also pointed out that Election Commission of Pakistan has recently rejected 
nomination of Additional Secretary Finance Mujtaba Memon for board of directors of 
National Security Printing Company as he is a Canadian citizen.  
 



The secretary finance has again sent the summary for nomination of Mujtaba Memon, 
he said, seeking intervention of the deputy chairman to unearth hidden hands behind 
the move.  
 
Swati said this is a critical time as general elections are around the corner and induction 
of Mujtaba Memon at the moment should be stopped.  
 
Deputy Chairman Senate Saleem Mandviwalla assured the member to seek details on it 
from secretary finance and if something wrong is found in it, “we won’t allow it to 
happen.”  
 


